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J. Campbell Keay

William James MacFarlane died on 22
January 2004. Born in Gretna Green in
June 1919, Will’s father was a builder and
moved south, across the border to England
with his young family when Will was aged
four. Will’s allegiances remained truly
Scottish though whenever there was an
international rugby or  football match.

Will was educated at Rotherham
Grammar School and Sheffield University
where he qualified in 1943 under Professor
Roberts. He was encouraged to carry on his

studies and add a medical qualification to his dental degree, but
preferred to join the Royal Army Dental Corps on qualifying. He did
not settle in the Army and was transferred to the Navy, but being
hopelessly seasick he then moved to the RAF in 1944. Will is there-
fore one of the few people to have served in all three branches of the
armed services whilst at war. With the RAF, Will was based in Devon
and there he married his childhood sweetheart Dorothy. Even in the
West Country war was not far away, and one night a transport flight
full of young RAF personnel crashed with no survivors. Will was
called in to the makeshift mortuary late at night to identify the many
bodies of the aircrew he had been treating over the past few days.

On leaving the RAF in 1946 Will entered general dental practice
in the centre of Rotherham and established a successful practice in

It is with sadness that I must inform
the dental profession of the passing of
Campbell Keay, following a short
illness, in his 93rd year.

Campbell graduated from Guy’s
Hospital in November 1935 and after a
brief assistantship post in St Helens,
established his own practice in
Grimsby during the early months of
1939 and for the following 63 years he
provided his patients with an
outstanding standard of dentistry.

Squeezed into his life committed to dentistry, he found time
in 1941 to marry Helen Stuart, also a dental surgeon whom he
met when she arrived in Grimsby from Belfast to take a post at
the Grimsby Dental Clinic. A brief spell in the Army Dental
Corp during 1943 was followed by the development of his
dental practice. The NHS did not offer, in his opinion, a suitable
base for treatment of his patients and soon after its conception
he adopted the principle of private dentistry which he embraced
for the next 50 years.

He was a lifetime supporter of the BDA in all its works and
play. Campbell became a member of the BDA in 1936, served

William James MacFarlane

the Lindsey section in many roles including chairman and in
1970 held the position of President of the Eastern Counties BDA
branch. He regularly attended meetings well into his 90s.

Campbell also found time for a number of sports and hobbies
including golf, motorcar rallying, sailing, bee-keeping and in
his later years gardening, bridge and bowling.

In September 2002, at the age of 91 years, he ‘hung up his
forceps’ and enjoyed a brief retirement in excellent health,
having left the practice in the hands of his son, Samuel.

Dentistry was Campbell’s life. 
He will be missed by his wife Helen, four grandchildren, ten

grandchildren, three great-grandchildren and numerous friends
and colleagues.

S.J. Keay

For the following 63 years he provided
his patients with an outstanding
standard of dentistry... Dentistry was
Campbell’s life.

the town. He had many a tale to tell of the queues along the High
Street on the inauguration of the NHS in 1948. He was an excellent
prosthodontist, much respected by his patients and continued
working until retirement in 1979.

A keen golfer, a passion he shared with his wife Dot, Will was a
long-term member at Lindrick. He also enjoyed travelling, with
Majorca being his favourite relaxation destination.

Will and Dot’s daughter Ruth followed in her father’s footsteps
and qualified from Sheffield University in 1976 and then worked in
both the local CDS and Will’s practice. Ruth married Erik whom she
met at dental school during their studies and they both now live in
Norway with Will’s only grandchild Espen.

During Will’s illness Dot nursed him devotedly throughout his
final years. 

A lifelong member of the BDA, Will was greatly admired by his
friends and professional colleagues. He was a true gentleman and
our sympathies go to Dot and their family.

J. Heyes

Will is therefore one of the few people
to have served in all three branches of
the armed sevices whilst at war.

Death notice

Mary Kay (née Brown) passed away on 27 April 2004. Born in Liverpool on 16 May 1922, she qualified from
Liverpool around 1946 and went on to practice in Rotherham. Widow of Robert, she leaves three children:
Peter, David and Ruth.
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