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EDITORIAL

Television shots of patients queuing, a leader article in
The Times and front page splashes in the tabloids – at
last the world is waking up to the biggest shake-up in
dentistry for over half a century. And what they are
waking up to is chaos. The BDA has described the
current situation as a shambles, for both patients and
dentists. According to the Daily Mail, ‘almost seven
out of 10 dentists might quit the NHS’ after 1 April.
Meanwhile at the BDA, our seminars on how to
convert to private practice are a roaring success.

Every day our expert advisers hear a new horror
story about contract values, Units of Dental Activity
(UDA) allocations and the impossibility of planning for
the future. The anxiety levels are rising and
practitioners are angry and frustrated. While many
general dental service dentists have known their
contract values and UDA requirement since December,
many do not agree that they are an accurate reflection
of their past activity, cannot see how they will be able
to deliver them, or have been told by their Primary
Care Trusts (PCTs) that there is no funding for services
to which they are already committed, often entered
into with the active encouragement of the PCT. The
finances of the PCTs are so tightly drawn that to
support those practices that are growing they are
dependent on practitioners withdrawing from the NHS
to ‘free up’ some money. Additionally if, as the Acting
Chief Dental Officer has said, PCTs will not be able to
know whether they have growth funding until 1 April
2006, then significant numbers of practices are being
de-stabilised just at a time when they need to be
managing this massive change. Patient care is bound
to be affected.

Of course, you could argue that we only hear the
bad news on the ’phones at the BDA and as we travel
across the country giving dentists our perspective on
what is happening and advice on what to do. But listen
to Health Minister Rosie Winterton and you will hear
another story, that ‘early indications’ show that the

vast majority of dentists are signing up to the new
NHS contract. You will discover that instead of the
current complicated treadmill system, dentists will
soon have extra time to advise patients about better
oral health. Indeed, we are looking at a bright new
future for NHS dentistry, according to the Minister. 
So, whose spin do you believe? Readers will make 
their own decisions but I suspect that the picture on 
1 April 2009 when the ring-fence is removed from 
the PCT money for dentistry will not be quite how 
the Government envisages. 

Yet, when I met the Minister earlier this month,
there was a real confidence across her team that all
was well. The BDA had called for an urgent meeting 
to ask for the contractual requirement to deliver UDAs
to be suspended until the system had been properly
tested. The Minister wasn’t having any of it.

My view, and it is one shared by the BDA’s
Representative Body, is that the new contract is 
not only being introduced with extraordinary
ineptitude but that it is fundamentally flawed. It 
fails to achieve what it was meant to. It will not 
secure patient access, improve oral health or raise the
quality of care. If you are a BDA member in England
and Wales, we will be writing to you personally to
explain our position and make sure you are getting 
all the support and advice you need. Not surprisingly,
we have seen a significant increase in visits to our
website (www.bda.org) which is proving a vital 
source of up-to-date and authoritative information 
for many of you. 

Our priority now is to make sure dentists have all
the materials and advice they need to survive this
transitional period, and we will continue to keep the
reality of what is happening in practices across
England and Wales in the headlines. 

Lester Ellman, Chair, GDPC
doi: 10.1038/sj.bdj.4813348
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“The world is waking up to the biggest
shake-up in dentistry for over half a
century -  and what they are waking 
up to is chaos”


	Extraordinary ineptitude


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


