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The Samuel Pruzansky Memorial Lectureship was established in memory of the founder and
director of the world’s first center for craniofacial anomalies, and is sponsored by the March of
Dimes Birth Defects Foundation.

Dr. Pruzansky was an internationally renowned research scholar, clinician and teacher who
served as Acting Chief of the Clinical Investigations Branch of the National Institute of Dental
Research from 1953 to 1955. In 1959, under the Institute’s auspices, he chaired the Gatlinburg
Conference, the definitive meeting on craniofacial anomalies.

During the course of his academic career at the University of Illinois, Dr. Pruzansky was Asso-
ciate Director of the Cleft Palate Clinic which, in 1967, was expanded to become the first Cen-
ter for Craniofacial Anomalies, with Dr. Pruzansky as its founding director.

A visiting professor at many universities here and abroad, consultant to crippled children’s pro-
grams, and active member of numerous NIH scientific committees, Dr. Pruzansky also was pres-
ident of the American Cleft Palate Association, the Teratology Society, and the International Society
for Craniofacial Biology. He participated in various birth defects meetings, including the first con-
ference on the subject at Johns Hopkins University. An avid and long-time supporter of the March
of Dimes, he served as Chairman of the Medical Advisory Committee of the Chicago chapter.

In addition to receiving many awards and honors, Dr. Pruzansky was the first nonsurgeon invited
to deliver the V. H. Kazanjian lecture in plastic surgery at New York University. A memorial volume,
“Craniofacial Dysmorphology: Studies in Honor of Samuel Pruzansky,” was published as a tribute
to his achievements.
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