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Re-examination of the families and the molecular genetic data by a neurologist and a geneticist who were not involved in the original study has 
revealed major differences from the published data in two of the three published pedigrees (presented in Figs. 1a,b of the original publication). 
The number of clinically affected individuals was much lower than was previously reported, and large parts of the pedigree structures and epilepsy 
phenotypes are different. Most importantly, re-examination revealed the existence of several asymptomatic mutation carriers, refuting the complete 
co-segregation of the two mutations with the clinical phenotypes that was originally reported. A detailed description of these differences, including 
the clinical phenotypes and the genetic reanalysis, is provided in the related Correspondence in this issue1. 

We sincerely regret our failure to recognize that important family data were false before the original manuscript was published, and we apologize 
for any inconvenience that may have arisen as a result of our report. 

A. Heils did not agree to coauthor this retraction. 

1. Kleefuß-Lie, A. et al. Nat. Genet. 41, 954–955 (2009).
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