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It has been a little over a year since | took on the role of Editor-in-
Chief at Spinal Cord. | entered the position with a vision for where
| wanted the journal to go and have been working hard to bring
this to fruition. It is a privilege to have this role and to be able to
work with such a talented team of Associate Editors, Editorial
Board Members, and staff at Springer Nature. Additionally, the
International Spinal Cord Society, which oversees the journal, has
an incredible passion for advancing spinal cord injury care and
research, and it is an honour to work with their leadership as we
look for innovative ways to further the journal’s mission.

I am inspired by the research being submitted for consideration
at Spinal Cord from talented scientists and clinicians around the
globe. When | reflect on where the field was in the 1990s and
2000s, it is remarkable how far we have come. Of note, many of
the landmark papers that have changed how we care for
individuals living with spinal cord conditions, from rehabilitation
to surgical care to emerging therapies, were published in Spinal
Cord. This was highlighted by a recent bibliometric analysis, which
identified Spinal Cord as the journal that has published the
highest number of acute spinal cord injury studies over the past
two decades [1]. Looking back on my first year as Editor-in-Chief
with Spinal Cord, there are certainly a number of papers we have
published that | am confident will be highly consequential for the
field, leading to improved clinical care standards and quality
of life.

My first order of business as Editor-in-Chief at Spinal Cord was
to build upon the already established Editorial team and to bring
in perspectives from different disciplines, geographical locations,

and backgrounds. At the time of writing this editorial, we have
nine Associate Editors and twenty-three Editorial Board Members
(Table 1). These individuals are highly skilled leaders in their fields,
and | am extremely fortunate that they have chosen to join me at
Spinal Cord and to lend their time and knowledge to provide the
best peer-review process to submitting authors.

Given the outstanding quality of science being submitted to
Spinal Cord, it is critical that we do our best to promote the
published work and to give the authors tools to share their
findings as far as possible. To this end, we continue to leverage
social media (X - @JournalSCl and Linkedin - https://
www.linkedin.com/in/spinal-cord-006337164) to share published
works with our ~4100 engaged followers. Further, in order to
maximize engagement, it is important to have eye-catching text
and graphics. Thus, we are actively working with authors to
provide customized summaries of the research, author social
media handles, and to generate visual abstracts that communicate
key findings from studies to our followers.

We are undertaking new initiatives in 2025 to further showcase
the work being published in Spinal Cord. Starting in June we will be
releasing a monthly podcast that gives a voice to the researchers
behind leading spinal cord research. We are very excited about this
initiative, which will operate under the already established and highly
successful “SCI Care - What Really Matters” 1SCOS podcast series
banner [2]. Our first episode will be released in June 2025 and will
feature Dr. Ashley Craig, who spoke about his recent publication in
Spinal Cord titled “The Sir Ludwig Guttmann lecture 2023: psychosocial
factors and adjustment dynamics after spinal cord injury” [3].

It is truly an honor to be the Editor-in-Chief, and alongside my
team of highly qualified and dedicated Associate Editors, Editorial
Board Members, and journal staff, we look forward to serving you
and making Spinal Cord your journal of choice. | hope to interact
with you all in the future.

Table 1. Spinal Cord Associate Editors and Editorial Board Members.

Name
Michael Fehlings, MD, PhD, FRCSC, FACS
Kim Anderson-Erisman, PhD

Affiliation(s)

School of Medicine, USA
Anthony S Burns, MD, MSc

University of Toronto & University Health Network, Toronto
MetroHealth Medical Center and Case Western Reserve University (CWRU)

Brain & Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation Program & University Health Network -

Role
Editor-in-Chief
Associate Editor

Associate Editor

Toronto Rehabilitation Institute, Canada

Harvinder Singh Chhabra, MBBS, MS
(ORTHO)

Sonja de Groot, PhD
Netherlands

Jorg Krebs, PhD
Narihito Nagoshi, MD, PhD

Ann Margaret Parr, MD, PhD, FRCSC, FCNS,
FAANS, FACS

Rudiger Rupp, PhD
Randy D Trumbower, PT, PhD

Keio University, Japan

United States
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Sri Balaji Action Medical Institute, India
De Hoogstraat Rehabilitation, Utrecht & Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, The

Swiss Paraplegic Centre, Switzerland

University of Minnesota, USA

Heidelberg University, Germany
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Harvard Medical School,

Associate Editor
Associate Editor

Associate Editor
Associate Editor
Associate Editor

Associate Editor
Associate Editor
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Table 1. continued

Name
Manan Anjaria, MS

Inge Eriks-Hoogland, MD, KD Dr. med., PhD
Gary J. Farkas, PhD, MSCTI

Julio C. Furlan, MD, LLB, MBA, PhD, MSc,
FRCPC, FAAN, FASIA

Kathleen Martin Ginis, PhD

Marija Glisic, MD, MSc, PhD, PD

Nader Hejrati, MD

Vanessa Hubertus, MD

Sungchul Huh, MD, PhD

Mohamad Khazaei, PhD

Yan Li, RN, PhD

Jennifer Maher, PhD

James Middleton, MBBS, PhD, FAFRM(RACP)
Kimberley Monden, PhD

Joyce Mothabeng, PhD

Colleen O’Connell, MD, FRCPC

Camila Quel de Oliveira, PhD

Vafa Rahimi-Movaghar, MD

Paul Roblot, MD

Jivko Stoyanov, MSc, PhD, EMBA (HSG)
Sagun Tuli, MD

Pia Maria Vidal Vera, PhD

Carl M. Zipser, MD, FEBN, MA

"Division of Genetics and Development, Krembil Research Institute,

Affiliation(s)

Center for Spinal Stimulation, Kessler Foundation, United States

Swiss Paraplegic Centre, Switzerland

The University of Miami Miller School of Medicine, USA
University of Toronto, Canada

The University of British Columbia, Canada

University of Bern, Switzerland

University of St. Gallen Medical School, Switzerland

Charité Universitatsmedizin Berlin, Germany

Pusan National University Yangsan Hospital, Republic of Korea

University Health Network, Canada

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong
University of Bath, United Kingdom

The University of Sydney, Australia

University of Minnesota Medical School, USA
University of Pretoria, South Africa

Dalhousie University Faculty of Medicine, Canada
Western Sydney University, Australia

Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Iran

Centre Hospitalier Territorial de Nouvelle-Calédonie, France
University of Bern, Switzerland

Florida Spinal Surgery Center, United States
Universidad Catdlica de la Santisima Concepcién, Chile

Balgrist University Hospital, Switzerland
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