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Circular-polarization-selective perfect
reflection from chiral superconductors

Junyeong Ahn 1,2 & Ashvin Vishwanath1

Integrating mirrors with magnetic components is crucial for constructing
chiral optical cavities, which provide tunable platforms for time-reversal-
asymmetric light-matter interactions. Here, we introduce single-crystal
circular-polarization-selectivemirrors based on chiral superconductors, which
break time-reversal symmetry themselves, eliminating the need for additional
components. We show that a circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection
(CSPR) occurs for strong-coupling superconductors in the BCS-BEC crossover
regime or beyond if the optical Hall conductivity is significant in the unit of
conductivity quantum per unit layer, e2/haz, where az is the lattice constant
along the surface normal. While the optical Hall conductivity in chiral super-
conductors is typically tiny, we classify three routes to obtain a large value.We
demonstrate the significant optical Hall conductivity and the resulting CSPR
with two examples: (1) superconductivity in doped quantum Hall insulators
and (2) chiral pairing that preserves theBogoliubov Fermi surfaces in theweak-
pairing limit. We also discuss the application of our theory to the recently
discovered chiral superconducting phase in rhombohedral graphene. Our
theory reveals the potential of these classes of chiral superconductors as
promising elements for building high-quality-factor terahertz chiral cavities.

Optical cavities are emerging as novel platforms to engineer materials
properties and chemical reactions as well as qubit states, making their
design with high quality an important issue in quantum materials
science1–3. The quantum confinement of photons between mirrors
enhances light-matter coupling, a hallmark of cavity quantum electro-
dynamics. Since the cavity photon energy and the coupling strength
are tunable by mechanically adjusting the distance between mirrors,
specific excitations in matter can be engineered through resonant
coupling to cavity photons. Furthermore, the symmetry of the resulting
phases of matter can also be selectively engineered to drive the system
into desired target phases or unexplored new phases1. Despite this
potential, traditional designs often require complex structures invol-
ving multiple components, which makes it challenging to construct
compact symmetry-breaking cavities with high quality factors.

In this paper, we reveal a unique functional property of super-
conductors that has the potential to facilitate the design of chiral
optical cavities. We show that chiral superconductors can realize

single-crystal mirrors that perfectly reflect one circular polarization
and aredielectrics for theother opposite senseof circularpolarization,
namely, those with circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection
(CSPR). While chirality usually refers to a structural property that lacks
any mirror symmetries in three-dimensional space (x, y, z), here we
consider the spatio-temporal chirality in three-dimensional spacetime
(t, x, y) throughout thepaper,meaning the absenceof two-dimensional
mirror symmetries and time-reversal symmetry. This type of chirality
has the same symmetry as the angular momentum along the z direc-
tion. For optical modes, the chirality originates from lifting the
degeneracy between two circular polarizations, having different spin
angular momenta lz = ±1 (i.e., two different circular polarizations), as
shown in Fig. 1a,b. Thus, our discovery of the circular-polarization-
selective perfect reflection provides a new way to build chiral cavities
that can be used to engineer spin and orbital magnetism and the
associatedquantumphases, such as quantumHall insulators and chiral
topological superconductors. The proposed optical cavities are
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particularly suited for terahertz frequencies or below. Since thermal
fluctuations significantly reduces the coherence of low-frequency
photon modes, cryogenic cooling is crucial for coherent quantum
effects, which is the condition ideal for superconducting materials.
Furthermore, as we discuss below, the CSPR frequencies are upper
boundedby the size of the superconducting gap, typically smaller than
a few terahertz.

Thepresence of afinite excitationgap is a keyphysical property of
superconductors in our theory, which enables perfect reflections at
low frequencies in contrast toordinarymetals. Buildingon this feature,
our analysis is focused on how to achieve circular-polarization selec-
tivity inside the gap. We find that the circular-polarization-selective
perfect reflection requires (1) strong pair binding where the binding
energy is comparable to or larger than the Fermi energy (i.e., the
crossover between the weak-coupling Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer
(BCS) regime and the strong-coupling Bose-Einstein condensate
(BEC) regime or beyond) and (2) the significant optical Hall con-
ductivity of an order of the conductivity quantum. Both conditions are
challenging to satisfy. In particular, the optical Hall conductivity is
known to be extremely small in clean chiral superconductors4–8. While
there exist a few examples where the Hall conductivity can reach a
significant fraction of the conductivity quantum9–11, a general under-
standing of how to generate large Hall effects in superconductors has
been lacking. Here, we provide such a theoretical framework by clas-
sifying three possible distinct mechanisms to generate a significant
optical Hall conductivity in clean chiral superconductors, employing
the selection rules recently developed12–14. We provide concretemodel
examples that show large Hall conductivity and the circular-
polarization-selective perfect reflection. Based on our analysis, the
chiral superconducting phase appearing in rhombohedral graphene15

is a promising candidate for observing signatures of circular-
polarization-selective perfect reflection, if it can be realized with a
layered three-dimensional structure. Our results motivate and guide
the search for candidate strong-coupling superconductors showing
circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection.

Results
Circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection
Electromagnetic responses of materials are described by the electric
susceptibility in the linear-response regime, where the light electric

field is not so intensive. The electric susceptibility of superconductors
has three contributions:

χabðωÞ= � Dab

ϵ0ω2 + ~χabS ðωÞ+ σab
H ðωÞ

�iωϵ0
, ð1Þ

where Dab is the superfluid weight, ~χabS is the symmetric part of the
interband electric susceptibility, and σab

H = ðσab � σbaÞ=2 is the optical
Hall conductivity (see Eq. (5) and Methods). It is the Hall part that
makes light propagation circular-polarization dependent.

Let us analyze the conditions under which circular-polarization-
selective perfect reflection occurs. For perfect reflection, we need zero
absorption and zero transmission. In this regard, the presence of an
excitation gap in superconductors is the key advantage of super-
conductors, which distinguishes them from ordinary metals that
absorb light at arbitrary low frequencies and generate Ohmic losses.
Since no absorption has to occur for perfect reflection, we focus on
photon energies below the superconducting gap Eg, where no fer-
mionic excitations occur such that χab is Hermitian (i.e., Im~χabS =0 and
Imσab

H =0). Accordingly, the refractive indices n± are either real or
purely imaginary because n2

± are real valued as eigenvalues of a Her-
mitian matrix ϵab = ϵ0(δ

ab + χab), where ±̂ indicate two circular polar-
izations. As the propagation of light inside a medium requires a
nonzero real part of the refractive index, no transmission is allowed in
the bulk medium when the refractive index is purely imaginary.
Therefore, a circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection occurs
when one polarization has a pure-imaginary refractive index while the
other has a nonzero real component in the refractive index. We sum-
marize the necessary conditions in Table 1, highlighting chiral super-
conductors as ideal materials to achieve circular-polarization-selective
perfect reflection.

For a more quantitative but simple analysis, let us consider
reflections at normal incidence along ẑ and assume that the medium
has a C3z or C4z rotational symmetry. Under these conditions, the
refractive indices for circular polarizations ±̂ = ðx̂ ± iŷÞ=

ffiffiffi
2

p
are

n± =
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 + χS ± iχH

p
, where χS = χ xx, and χH = χ xy. Since we are interested

in photon energies smaller than Eg, we can approximate ~χS and σHwith
their zero-frequency values, which allows us to analytically calculate
the chiral plasmon frequencies by solving quadratic equations
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Fig. 1 | Chiral perfect reflections in superconductors. a Kerr-rotating perfect
reflection (KPR). Both circular polarizations are 100 % reflected but with different
phase shifts.bCircular-polarization-selective perfect reflection (CSPR). Only one of
the two circular polarizations is reflected 100 %. c, d Frequency windows for chiral

perfect reflections. Chiral perfect reflections require photon energy below the
fermionic excitation gap Eg. KPR occurs for optical frequencies below the lower
chiral plasmon energy ℏωp,lower, and CSPR occurs between ℏωp,lower

and minðEg ,ℏωp, higherÞ.
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n2
± ðωp, ± Þ=0. We find

ωp, ± �
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
D
~ϵ
+

σHð0Þ
2~ϵ

� �2
s

±
σHð0Þ
2~ϵ

, ð2Þ

where D = Dxx, and ~ϵ= ϵ0ð1 + ~χSð0ÞÞ. When the σH(0) term dominates
over the D term, this expression for the lower plasmon frequency
reduces to ωp,lower≈D/∣σH(0)∣. At small frequencies ω < ωp,±, both cir-
cular polarizations are fully reflected, but with a phase difference
(equivalently, the Kerr rotation for linear polarizations — the formula
for the Kerr angle is given in a later section below) when the Hall
conductivity is finite. The circular-polarization-selective perfect reflec-
tion can occur for ωp,lower <ω <ωp,higher, and this frequency window is
proportional to the Hall conductivity if both plasmon frequencies are
below the superconducting gap: δωp � ωp, + � ωp,� = σHð0Þ=~ϵ. When
the higher plasmon frequency is larger than the superconducting gap,
circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection occurs for
ℏωp,lower < ℏω < Eg. Then, the polarization corresponding to the plasma
frequency ωp,lower is partially reflected and partially transmitted while
the one corresponding to ωp,higher is fully reflected.

In any case, we need ℏωp,lower < Eg for circular-polarization-
selective perfect reflection. This condition requires a strong pairing
with a gap Eg comparable to or larger than the Fermi energy EF = ℏωF.
To see this, let us express the superfluid weight in terms of the Fermi
energy by considering a layered material with interlayer distance az
hosting a cylindrical Fermi surface with degeneracy ns, in which case
we have D = nsωFe2/2πaz. Then, the gap-to-Fermi-energy ratio is boun-
ded from below by (see Methods)

Eg

EF
>ns

Eg

e2=2π~ϵaz
+
jσHð0Þj
e2=haz

� ��1

: ð3Þ

When the Hall conductivity is negligible, this lower bound is much
larger than one because Eg≪e2=2π~ϵaz for a reasonable pairing gap
size, smaller than a few tens ofmeV. On the other hand, for amoderate
value of the Hall conductivity in the unit of e2/haz, a strong pairing is
still required, but in the BCS-BEC crossover regime (Eg ~ EF) and not
necessarily the BEC regime (Eg≫ EF).

A significant Hall conductivity comparable to or larger than e2/haz
is thus favorable for realizing circular-polarization-selective perfect
reflection, benefiting from both broader bandwidth and a weaker
pairing threshold. However, most chiral superconductors show tiny
Hall conductivity (e.g. ~ 10−4e2/haz at low frequencies in models of
SrRuO4

6–8) with few exceptions9–11, and it is not well understood how to
generate a large Hall conductivity for superconductors. In the follow-
ing, we discuss the origin of the small Hall conductivity in chiral
superconductors and provide ways to generate significant Hall
conductivity.

Optical conductivity in superconductors
Let us consider the mean-field Hamiltonian of superconductors

Ĥ =
1
2

X
k
Ψ̂

y
kHBdGðkÞΨ̂k,

HBdGðkÞ=
hðkÞ ΔðkÞ
ΔyðkÞ �hT ð�kÞ

 !
,

ð4Þ

where Ψ̂k = ðĉk, ĉy�kÞ
T
, and Δ(k) = −ΔT(−k) is the superconducting order

parameter. This Hamiltonian has symmetry ĈĤĈ
�1

= Ĥ under unitary
particle-hole conjugation ĈĉkĈ

�1
= ĉy�k, and Ĉ

2
= 1. Equivalently, the

Bogoliubov-de Gennes (BdG) Hamiltonian in Eq. (4) satisfies CHBdG(k)
C = − HBdG( − k) under anti-unitary particle-hole conjugation C = τxK,
where τi=x,y,z is the Pauli matrix. In the absence of spin-orbit coupling,
we can take only one spin species Ψ̂"k = ðĉ"k, ĉy#,�kÞ, whose BdG
Hamiltonian is symmetric under an effective particle-hole conjugation
defined by the combination of particle-hole conjugation and spin
rotation Ceff = iτyK, where Δ =Δ↑↓ and h = h↑↑ = h↓↓. We drop the
subscript “eff" from the notation of the effective particle-hole
conjugation in the following.

In this work, our analysis focuses on the intrinsic mechanisms of
the Hall conductivity, which are dominant mechanisms in clean sys-
tems. In the clean limit, optical conductivity is given by (see Methods)

σabðωÞ= i
ω
Dab +

i
2ℏ

Z
k

X
n,m

f nm Janm Jbmn

ðω� ωmnÞωmn
, ð5Þ

where ∫k = ∫ddk/(2π)d in d spatial dimensions (we consider d = 3 unless
otherwise specified), Ĥ∣ψn

�
=ℏωn∣ψn

�
, fnm = fn − fm is the difference of

the Fermi-Dirac distribution functions, Jamn = hψmj Ĵ
ajψni is the matrix

element of the current operator Ĵ= � ∂Ĥ=∂AjA=0, and ωmn =ωm − ωn,
and Dab = ðℏ=2ÞR kPn f n∂Aa

∂Ab
ωnjA=0 is the superfluid weight. The

interband matrix elements of the current operator are constrained by
symmetries, giving selection rules for optical transitions.

Optical selection rules
Inversion symmetry plays an important role in optical transitions in
superconductors when combined with particle-hole symmetry. For
excitations in ordinary metals or insulators, inversion symmetry
imposes the selection rule only at special momenta that are invariant
under flippingmomentum. However, the combination of particle-hole
conjugation C and inversion P gives an additional constraint at every
momentum k13,14:

hP̂Ĉψnkj Ĵjψnki=0 for ðP̂ĈÞ2 = � 1, ð6Þ

which follows from P̂ĈĴðP̂ĈÞ�1
= Ĵ and the anti-unitary nature of the

single-particle representation for P̂Ĉ. In the presence of inversion
symmetry, ∣ψn0k

� � P̂Ĉ∣ψnk

�
is an energy eigenstate with energy

En0k = � Enk. Therefore, eq. (6) imposes an optical selection rule on
the transition between two PC-related energy eigenstates. Although
bare spatial inversion and particle-hole conjugation satisfy
(PC)2 = P 2C 2 = (+1)(+1) = 1, most superconductors have PeffCeff symme-
try with ðPeffCeff Þ2 = � 1, where Ôeff is a combination of Ô with a local
unitary operation. The condition for the latter is satisfied either by (1)
odd-parity pairing where effective inversion is the combination of π/2
phase rotation times spatial inversion, such that PeffCeff = − Ceff Peff, (2)
low-dimensionality where two-fold rotation or mirror plays the role of
spatial inversion, P2

eff = � 1, or (3) spin-singlet pairing in the absence of
spin-orbit coupling, where Ceff is a combination of particle-hole
conjugation and spin flip, such that C2

eff = � 1.
This selection rule gives important constraints on the Hall con-

ductivity of chiral superconductors, because the Hall response origi-
nates from the inter-band term in Eq. (5). The anomalous Hall effect in
superconductors has been studied in the context of topological

Table 1 | Conditions for circular-polarization-selective perfect
reflection (CSPR)

Property Materials Conditions

T = 0 Metals or SCs ω <ωp

A = 0 Insulators or SCs ℏω < Eg

R ≠ R− Magnets or Chiral SCs σH ≠0 (ωp,− ≠ωp,+)

CSPR Chiral SCs ωp,∓ <ω <ωp,± & ℏω < Eg

T,R, andA are transmittance, reflectance, absorptance, satisfyingT +R +A = 1. Subscripts + and −

denote two different circular polarizations. SC indicate superconductor, ω is the optical fre-
quency, Eg is the excitation gap, σH(ω) is the optical Hall conductivity, and ωp,± is the plasmon
frequency for ± polarizations.
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superconductivity originating from chiral p + ip superconductivity4–8.
A chiral pairing px + ipy breaks mirror and time-reversal symmetries,
allowing a finite Hall conductivity σxy

H . However, this is not enough for
generating a large Hall conductivity because the chiral gap opening at
the Fermi level does not contribute to the Hall response by the selec-
tion rule, even when the pairing produces a topological phase. This
situation is very different from the case of Hall responses in insulators,
where the Hall conductivity is directly proportional to a topological
invariant, the Chern number.

There exist three routes to bypass this selection rule to obtain a
large Hall response in superconductors (Fig. 2). We discuss two
examples below that have not been discussed in the literature.

Superconductivity from chiral metals
The first route uses the PC-asymmetric transition channels. In parti-
cular, we propose harnessing the Hall response existing in the normal
state, which does not rely on the chiral superconducting pairing. The
primary role of superconductivity here is to open the optical excitation
gap, which is important for applications as a mirror.

We consider a two-band model of layered two-dimensional chiral
metal. For simplicity, we neglect the dispersion along the stacking
direction z and treat it as a two-dimensional model.

hðkÞ= � μ+ℏvðkxσx + kyσyÞ+ ðAk2 �MÞσz , ð7Þ

whereσi=x,y,z are orbital Paulimatrices. Thismodel has spatial inversion
symmetry under P = σz and emergent continuous rotational symmetry
under RðθÞ= expð�iθσz=2Þ but breaks in-plane mirror Mx,y and time
reversal T symmetries, so it generically has an out-of-plane orbital
magnetic moment. Here, continuous rotational symmetry emerges
due to our simple choice of the model, but we note that it is not an
exact symmetry of a physical spin-free orbital-based system as it has
spin-like representation R(2π) = − 1. In this model, we have a quantum
Hall insulator (c1 = 1) for M > 0 and a topologically trivial insulator
(c1 = 0) for M <0 at half filling, where c1 is the Chern number of the
occupied states. The Chern number of the occupied BdG bands is
cBdG1 = 2c1 because we double the degrees of freedom to include both
electrons and holes.

For superconductivity, we include the constant pairing

ΔðkÞ= Δa Δx � iΔy

Δx + iΔy Δb

 !
: ð8Þ

Orbital-selective pairings for the Δa and Δb channels have even parity
and angular momentum l = 1 and l = − 1 under R(θ), respectively, and
the inter-orbital pairings Δx and Δy channels have odd parity and l =0.
Here, Δx does not open the gap for small pairing because PC = τxK
symmetry of the BdG Hamiltonian, with (PC)2 = 1, protects the
Bogoliubov Fermi surface16,17 [Fig. 3a]. The others can open the full
gap on the Fermi surface because they are symmetric under PC = iτyK,
satisfying (PC)2 = − 1 [Fig. 3b]. The superconducting gap for each
pairing channel is isotropic and takes a simple form when A = 0:

EΔa
= 2jΔaj

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðμ�MÞ2=ðjΔaj2 + ð2μÞ2Þ

q
,

EΔb
= 2jΔbj

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ðμ+MÞ2=ðjΔbj2 + ð2μÞ2Þ

q
,

EΔy
= 2jΔyj

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1� ðM=μÞ2

q
,

ð9Þ

where Δj =0 for j ≠ i is assumed for pairing channel i. The super-
conducting gaps vanish when μ =M or − M because a topological
phase transition occurs. Figure 3c show the case withM > 0. At small μ,
the superconducting state is adiabatically connected to the BEC limit
whereCooper pairs are tightly bound. In this phase, the topology is the
same as the topology of the normal state with μ = 0 (namely,

cBdG1 = 2c1 = 2 for M >0), regardless of the type of the pairing. The
phases with ∣μ/M∣ > 1 is adiabatically connected to the weak-coupling
BCS limit where EF≫Δ, and their topology is sensitive to the form of
pairing.

Our calculation of the Hall conductivity in the zero-frequency
limit in Fig. 3d shows that the Hall conductivity is not dramatically
changed by superconductivity despite the differences in topological
phases for Δy,a,b. Therefore, for small doping, the doped quantumHall
insulator (M >0) shows larger Hall effects than the doped trivial insu-
lator (M < 0) in the superconducting states as well as in the normal
metallic state.We note that the Hall conductivity is not quantized even
though the full gap opens for fermionic excitations. This situation is
different from the case of the Hall responses in insulators, where the
Hall conductivity arises because of chiral edge states and is thus
directly proportional to a topological invariant, the Chern number.

The optical Hall conductivity spectrum in Fig. 3e is shown only for
Δy but those with Δa,b look similar. In particular, the optical excitation
gap Eexc, where ImσH becomes nonzero, is mostly determined by the
excitation gap in the normal state and is larger than the energy gap Eg,
because PC symmetry with (PC)2 = − 1 forbids low-energy optical exci-
tations mixing electron and hole states. In contrast, the Δx pairing
allows optical excitations down to zero frequency [Fig. 3f], since
(PC)2 = 1 protects the Bogoliubov Fermi surface and allows low-
frequency optical excitations.

Chiral superconducting pairing
When the normal state has time reversal symmetry, the Hall con-
ductivity after superconducting phase transition mainly arises from
the chiral pairing. Therefore, to obtain largeHall conductivity, we need
nonzero virtual transition amplitudes at the pairing scale by either
breaking P symmetry, or preserving P symmetry but realizing (PC)2 = 1.
The former can be realized by a chiral stacking of two-dimensional
materials as in ref. 9,10. Here, we provide an example of the latter,
which preserves inversion symmetry.

We consider a five-d-orbital tight-binding model on the A sites of
the lattice shown in Fig. 4a.

ĥ=
X
i, j

tij ĉ
y
i ĉj , ð10Þ

where i, j are lattice sites, and the spin and orbital indices are implicit.
We take the hopping amplitudes that are relevant for the heavily
electron-doped iron selenide and neglect spin-orbit coupling (see
Methods). We also neglect the tunneling between FeSe layers, so that
we can consider a two-dimensional Hamiltonian. This model has
symmetries under glide mirror under Gz : (x, y, z) → (x + a/2, y, − z) and
mirrorMx: (x, y, z)→ ( − x, y, z),Mx−y: (x, y, z)→ (y, x, z), fourfold rotation
C4z : (x, y, z) → (y, − x, z), where the coordinate center is on a chalcogen
atom. In the normal state, this model hosts two almost degenerate
Fermi surfaces enclosing M = (π/a, π/a) [Fig. 4b].

We consider a spin-singlet interorbital pairing having
dxz ± idyz–like symmetry (i.e., Eg irreducible representation) under D4h

point group operations.

ΔðkÞ= 2Δ0σyρy �

0 0 cos+ icos� 0

0 0 0 0 0

�cos+ 0 0 0 0

�icos� 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0
BBBBBB@

1
CCCCCCA
, ð11Þ

where σy and ρy are Pauli matrices for the spin and sublattice indices,
respectively, and cos± = cos½ðkX ± kY Þa=2�. This pairing opens a full
gap with weak angular dependence and induces a chiral topological
superconductivity with cBdG1 = 4 when Δ0 is sufficiently large [Fig. 4c].
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Fig. 3 | Optical Hall conductivity in a continuum model of superconductivity
from a chiral metal. a, b Energy bands of the Bogoliubov-de Gennes Hamiltonian.
Line colors indicate the electron ĉ (red) vs hole ĉy (blue) characters. Shown here is
the case with M >0. The case with M <0 has a similar band structure. Super-
conductivity does not open the gap in (a) because the crossing between the elec-
tron and hole bands is protected by PC symmetry, where (PC)2 = 1. Although the
band structure in (a) resembles that of the normal-state metal, the new optical
excitation channel relating electron and hole states develops by superconducting
pairingΔx. In (b) where (PC)2 = − 1, a full gap opens. Similarly,Δa,bpairings also open
the full gap (not shown). In these cases, the PC-symmetric optical excitations are
forbidden within electric-dipole approximation. c Chern number of the occupied
BdG states forM >0. This number equals the number of left-chiral Majorana edge

statesminus the number of right-chiralMajorana edge states.dHall conductivity in
the zero-frequency limit.M >0 for solid and M <0 for dashed lines. Gap functions
are taken to produce the superconducting gap of about 20meV. e Optical Hall
conductivity for Δy = 10meV. Δa,b pairing leads to similar spectra. We take a Lor-
entzian broadening Γ = 1meV of resonant transitions. The optical Hall conductivity
develops a finite imaginary value above the optical excitation gap EgmeV. Resonant
transitions are forbidden for Eg≤ ℏω < Eexc because of the PC-symmetry of the BdG
Hamiltonian. For the Δx pairing in (f) a resonant optical transition occurs down to
zero frequency, i.e., Eg = Eexc = 0. For all plots, we take ℏv=ak =A=a

2
k =0:5 eV,

∣M∣ = 20meV, and EF = ∣μ∣ − ∣M∣ = 20meV in Eq. (7) and consider superconducting
pairing of Eq. (8).

Fig. 2 | Origins of the intrinsic optical Hall effect in crystalline chiral super-
conductors. The PC-symmetric optical transitions are forbidden in super-
conductors when (PC)2 = −1, which strongly suppresses the anomalous Hall effect,
originating from interband (virtual or resonant) optical transitions. The Hall effect

originates from the channels that are allowed by the selection rule. Here, we focus
on intrinsic mechanisms and do not consider extrinsic impurity contributions to
the anomalous Hall conductivity.
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The optical transition amplitudes with different glide mirror
eigenvalues are zero for in-plane-polarized light. Within each given
mirror eigensector, the effective PC operation is C2zC, and this sym-
metry does not forbid optical transitions at low energies because
ðC2zCÞ2 = 1. Therefore, the optical transitions can occur in the pairing
gap scale.

As time reversal and mirror Mx, My symmetries are broken by
chiral pairing, a finite optical Hall conductivity is generated [Fig. 4d],
and it is sensitive to the size of the pairing amplitude. Figure 4e shows
that theHall conductivity in the zero-frequency limitω→0 is positively
correlated with the pairing amplitude. The pairing dependence has a
cusp atΔc, abovewhich the superconducting gap fully opens. Forweak
pairing, the superconducting gap does not open because the Fermi
surfaces carry topological charges for (PC)2 = 1 and are thus stable
under small perturbations until shrunken to a point [Fig. 4f].

Magneto-optic Kerr effects
Let us explicitly calculate the polar magneto-optic Kerr effects result-
ing from the optical Hall conductivity in our models. At the interface
between the vacuum and themedium, the reflection coefficientmatrix
r relates the electric fields of reflected and incident lights by Er = rEi,
and the transmission coefficient is given by t = 1 − r (this is transmission
to the bulk, not through). Since the circular polarization of light is
preserved under reflection at normal incidence by the C4z symmetry in
our models, we have r+− = r−+ = 0, so the circular-polarization depen-
dence is encoded in the difference between r++ = (1 − n+)/(1 + n+) and r−
− = (1 − n−)/(1 + n−).

We consider the Dirac model with Δy = 10meV and the electron-
doped FeSe model with Δ0 = 10meV. In both models, at frequencies
below the lower plasmon frequency ωp,−, perfect reflection occurs
for all polarizations (i.e., R+ ≡ ∣r++∣2 = 1 and R− ≡ ∣r−−∣2 = 1) because of
the absence of transmission and absorption [Fig. 5a,d]. ωp,− is smaller
for M > 0 than M < 0 in the Dirac model due to the stronger Hall
effect in the former [Fig. 5c]. The Kerr angle ϕK �
tan�1ðryx=rxxÞ= tan�1½iðr + + � r��Þ=ðr + + + r��Þ� is purely real-valued
in this frequency regime, and its size increases monotonically
[Fig. 5b,e]. Above ωp,−, circular–polarization-selective perfect reflec-
tion occurs up to the optical excitation gap Eg/ℏ, and the Kerr angle
develops a finite imaginary part.

Discussion
Our classification based on the selection rule provides a unified
understanding of the significant Hall effect in chiral superconductors.
Although we focused on superconductivity from a chiral metal as an
example that employs PC-asymmetric channels, we can also make
these channels significant by considering chiral superconductivity in
systems with (either exactly or approximatly) degenerate Fermi sur-
faces. Since the PC symmetry forbids only one transition channel for a
given Bloch state, multiple surviving channels can exist at the pairing
scale when there is degeneracy. This kind of example was provided in
spin-orbit coupled superconductors with nonunitary pairing11. We also
note that the large Hall effect in models of the twisted cuprates9,10 can
be understood as resulting from inversion symmetry breaking.
Therefore, our criteria in Fig. 2 provide a unified explanation of the

Fig. 4 | Optical Hall conductivity in a tight-binding model of dxz + idyz-wave
superconductors. a Lattice structure. B1 and B2 atoms are displaced oppositely
along the out-of-plane direction. The square box represents the unit cell, and a is
the in-plane lattice constant. We take hopping parameters that are relevant for the
electron-doped FeSe. b Fermi surfaces. There are two almost overlapping Fermi
surfaces near M, each with twofold spin degeneracy. c Energy bands of the
Bogoliubov-deGennesHamiltonianwith adxz + idyz-wavepairing amplitudeΔ0. Line

colors indicate the electron ĉ (red) vs hole ĉy (blue) characters. The inset shows the
angular dependence of the superconducting gap on the Fermi surfaces. d Optical
Hall conductivity. We take a Lorentzian broadening Γ =0.1meV. Unlike in Fig. 3, the
optical excitation gap Eexc coincides with the spectral gap Eg. e Pairing dependence
of the Hall conductivity in the zero-frequency limit. f Evolution of the Bogoliubov
Fermi surface with varying Δ0 below Δc.
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known mechanisms of the significant Hall effect in superconductors.
We remark that large magneto-optic effects in superconductors pro-
vide an exciting possibility of controlling the chiral superconductivity
using optical methods. Our results will provide a useful guide for
research in this direction.

While we focus on the new phenomenon of the circular-
polarization-selective perfect reflection, many proposals for a chiral
cavity are based on the optical rotation1. In fact, the Kerr-rotating
perfect reflection, occurring universally in gapped chiral super-
conductors, can alsobe used for a chiral cavity. In this case, the relative
strengths of two circularly polarized fields will change spatially, so it is
difficult to couple matter with a specific sign of chirality if it fills the
whole cavity. On theother hand, the spatial variation canbeabenefit in
that the chirality is tunable by changing the location of matter inside
the cavity, for the purpose of engineering a thin two-dimensional
material or small molecules. Therefore, depending on the application,
the Kerr-rotating perfect reflection can be more appropriate than the
circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection, and vice versa. In any
case, it is desired to realize circular-polarization-selective super-
conducting mirrors because they can also show giant Kerr rotations
near the plasma frequencies.

Our model analysis above assumes clean superconductors where
optical excitations, either virtual or real, preserve crystal momentum.
Let us discuss the effect of impurities. In ourmodel calculations for the
superconductivity from a chiral metal, the role of superconductivity is
minor because it changes the optical properties, such as the response
functions and the excitation gap, only slightly. Therefore, one might
have an impression that the same phenomenon described here occurs
in the normalmetallic state as well. However, this is an artifact of being
in the clean limit. In practice, superconducting states are advantageous

in terms of their robustness againstOhmic losses18. In the presence of a
nonzero density of impurities, the Drude absorption occurs at any
finite frequency in normal metals: the absorptance A±(ω) =O(γ/ωp,±) is
finite even at low frequencies ω <ωp,± due to impurity scattering,
where γ is the current relaxation rate. The Drude absorption becomes
particularly significant when the plasmon frequency is small—which is
required to achieve circular-polarization-selective perfect reflection at
low frequencies. This is in contrast to the caseof superconductors, that
show vanishing in-gap optical absorption. Because the Drude absorp-
tion involves finite momentum transfer, which in general is not PC
symmetric, it is not prohibited by symmetry around Eg19. So, the optical
excitation gap reduces to the superconducting gap, and no excitation
is allowed only below this gap. Accordingly, the circular-polarization-
dependent perfect reflection for M <0 in Fig. 5a, which appears for
ℏω > Eg, will disappear forweak impurities, while that forM >0 remains
robust as long as the impurity scattering rate is smaller than the dif-
ference between ωp,− and Eg/ℏ. One aspect to note is that, while
Anderson’s theorem20 guarantees that the superconducting gap is
unaffected by weak impurities for conventional s-wave pairing, weak
impurities can influence the gap size for general unconventional
pairing21–23.

Formaterial realizations, the criterion in Eq. (3) is quite difficult to
satisfy. However, a candidate material already exists. A recent
experiment15 discovered signatures of chiral superconducting phases
in doped rhombohedral tetra- and penta-layer graphene. There,
superconductivity emerges in the vicinity of a chiral metal, showing
significant Hall conductivity in the order of 2e2/h and a small Fermi
energy of a few meV. Moreover, the superconductivity is reported to
be in the BCS-BEC crossover regime15, showing a comparable Fermi
energy andpairing gap. Thus, it is likely that Eq. (3) is satisfied. It should

Fig. 5 | Magneto-optic Kerr effects in fully gapped chiral superconductors. a
−c Two-band model of superconductivity from a chiral metal with Δy = 10meV.
∣M∣ = 20meV, ℏv=ak =A=a

2
k =0:5 eV, and Γ = 1meV. To regularize the UVdivergence

in calculating the superfluid weight using Eq. (14), we calculate it with reference to
μ =0. Namely, we replace Dxx with Dxx − Dxx(μ =0). In (a, b) EF = 20meV. In (c) the
lower plasmon frequency is calculated and compared with approximated

expressions. The exact value is obtained by numerically solving Re½n2
± ðω ± Þ�=0.

Equation (2) is very close to the exact value. The approximation ωp,lower ≈D/σH(0)
becomes more accurate when σH is larger. d-e Electron-doped FeSe model with
chiral superconducting pairing Δ0 = 10 meV. Γ =0.1meV. The reflectances and Kerr
angles are calculated for the normal incidence on bulk crystals. We take the
interlayer lattice constant az = 5 Å for all calculations.
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be noted, however, that rhombohedral graphene is a two-dimensional
material, while for perfect reflection at normal incidence, we need a
three-dimensional material with sufficient thickness, that exceeds the
light penetration depth. Therefore, to observe circular-polarization-
selective perfect reflection in doped rhombohedral graphene at nor-
mal incidence, we need to stack them three-dimensionally while pre-
serving their superconducting characters,whichmay be challenging to
realize. Nonetheless, even in its two-dimensional form, doped rhom-
bohedral graphene may exhibit notable magneto-optic effects. In
particular, when Eq. (3) is satisfied, a significant Kerr effect is expected
within the pairing gap, presenting opportunities for further
exploration.

To put our work in a broader scope, let us note that the role of
topology24–27 and, more broadly, geometry28–32 of quantum states in
functional optical properties of materials has been intensively studied
recently. In most cases, optical responses are not quantized, so they
are not topological in the strict sense. However, even for non-
quantized responses, nontrivial topology often indicates a larger
response, as in our model calculations. It remains an interesting open
question to formulate rigorous topological bounds on the optical
responses of superconductors.

Finally, we conclude with a remark that the implications of our
findings extend beyond fundamental quantummaterials research into
other applications. Since mirrors are fundamental elements in optics,
our result willfindbroadapplications in chiral photonics, including the
design of circularly polarized lasers, and pave the way for innovative
technologies.

Methods
Optical conductivity formulas
The optical conductivity of fermions in the Bogoliubov-de Gennes
formalism is given by

σabðωÞ= i
2

Z
k

1
ω

X
n

f nK
ab
nn +

1
ℏ

X
n,m

f nm Janm Jbmn

ðω� ωmnÞω
, ð12Þ

where Kab
mn = hψmj∂Aa

∂Ab
ĤjψnijA=0, J

a
mn = hψmj∂Ab

ĤjψnijA=0, and ∣ψn

�
is

the Bloch energy eigenstate with energy ℏωn. The overall factor 1/2
appears because we consider single-particle eigenstates in the Nambu
spinor basis, which contain doubled degrees of freedom. This factor
does not appear in formulas based on the physical electronic degrees
of freedom [see e.g., the formula in ref. 33 for non-superconducting
states]. The above formula can be rewritten as

σabðωÞ= i
ω
Dab +

i
2ℏ

Z
k

X
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f nm Janm Jbmn

ðω� ωmnÞωmn
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where
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ℏ

2
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ωnjA=0

=
1
2

Z
k

X
n
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n,m
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Janm Jbmn
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is the superfluid weight defined by ja(0) = −DabAb(0). The expression in
the second line of Eq. (14) corresponds to the generalization of the
Ferrel-Glover-Tinkham (FGT) sum rule to low-energy models where
Kab

nn≠δabe
2=me, andme is the bare electron mass. To derive Eq. (13), we

use ð∂Aa
ÔÞ

mn
� hψmj∂Aa

Ôjψni= ∂Aa
Omn � i½αa,O�mn, where

α = 〈ψm∣i∂Aψn〉. In particular, αa
mn = � JamnðiℏωmnÞ�1 for m ≠ n

because Jamn = � ℏðδmn∂Aa
ωn + iωmnα

a
mnÞ.

The symmetric and Hall parts of the conductivity tensor have the
form

σab
S ðωÞ � σab + σba

2

=
i
ω
Dab � iωϵ0~χ
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~χabS ðωÞ= 1
2ϵ0ℏ
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nm Jamn
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2
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mnÞ

:

ð15Þ

The matrix elements of Ĥa1 ...an � ∂Aa1
. . .∂Aan

Ĥ can be calculated
from the single-particle Bogoliubov-de Gennes Hamiltonian:

hψmkjĤ
a1 ...an jψnki= humkjuμki½∂Aa1

. . .∂Aan
HBdGðkÞ�

μν
huνkjunki where

∣ψnk

�
= eik�r∣unk

�
and ĤðkÞ= e�ik�rĤeik�r. We consider light-matter

interaction through the minimal coupling k → k − qA/ℏ in the kinetic

part ĉyhĉ. Since the electric charge q = − e ( + e) for the electron ĉ (hole

ĉy) sector,

Ha1 ...an � ∂Aa1
. . .∂Aan

HBdG =
e
ℏ
τz

� �n
∂a1

. . . ∂an
HBdG, ð16Þ

where we use the notation ∂a =∂ka
. At the first and second orders, we

have

JaðkÞ � �HaðkÞ= � ∂HBdG

∂Aa

����
A=0

= � e
ℏ
τzHBdGðkÞ,

KabðkÞ � HabðkÞ= ∂2HBdG

∂Aa∂Ab

�����
A=0

=
e2

ℏ2 ∂a∂bHBdGðkÞ:
ð17Þ

When the pairing originates from a nonlocal electron interaction, the
pairing function is also coupled to the gauge field, as shown in ref. 34,
so J and K do not have the form in Eq. (17) and instead depend on the
type of interactions. We do not consider this complication by assum-
ing that pairing is due to local interactions. Our selection rule in Eq. (6)
is not affected by the presence of nonlocal interactions.

Derivation of equation 3
Let us define EC � e2=2π~ϵaz and c0 ≡ σH(0)azh/e2. Equation (2) is then

ℏωp, ± � EC

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ℏ2D=ð~ϵE2

C Þ+ ðc0=2Þ2
q

± c0=2
� �

: ð18Þ

We have ℏωp,lower = Eg when D =Dc, where

Dc �
~ϵ

ℏ2 ðE
2
g + EgEC jc0jÞ: ð19Þ

Since ℏωp,lower increases monotonically with D≥0, the inequality
ℏωp,lower < Eg is equivalent toD <Dc. For a cylindrical Fermi surfacewith
ns degeneracy, we obtain

Eg

EF
>

ns

Eg=EC + jc0j
ð20Þ

by using D=nsEFEC~ϵ=ℏ.
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Tight-binding model of electron-doped iron selenide
We take the local d-orbital basis of ref. 35

ðdxy,dx2�y2 , ± idyz , ± idxz ,d3z2�r2 Þ ð21Þ

for two sublattices ± . The pure imaginary factor in front of yz and xz
orbitals ensures that all basis states are invariant under C2zT, such that
all the single-particle Hamiltonian matrix elements are real-valued in
two-dimensional momentum space. The choice of the alternating sign
makes the orbital matrix representation of the glide mirror operator
Gz: (x, y, z) → (x + 1/2, y, − z) simple: hdiαjM̂jdjβi= δαβ, where the sites i
and j are related to each other by the glide mirror operation (ri =Gzrj).

In this orbital basis, we consider the tight-binding model

Ĥ =
X

i,α, j, β

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ZαZβ

q
tiαjβĉ

y
iα ĉjβ +

1
2
ðΔiαjβĉ

y
iα ĉ

y
jβ +h:c:Þ, ð22Þ

where t is the bare hopping parameter, and Z is the renormalized
quasiparticle weight. We take the hopping parameters and onsite
energies from the ab initio calculations for pristine two-dimensional
FeSe in ref. 35. To produce the band structure that mimics that of the
heavily electron-doped FeSe, we include correlation effects by taking
Z = (0.104784, 0.1977, 0.282881, 0.282881, 0.787272), and, addition-
ally, rescale the intra-orbital nearest-neighbor hopping amplitudes for
the dxy orbital and dxz,yz orbitals by 1.3 and 3, respectively, and shift the
onsite energies by (50, 50, − 85, − 85, 50)meV.

Data availability
The code and thegenerateddata that support thefindingsof this study
are available at Code Ocean https://doi.org/10.24433/CO.6119231.v2.

Code availability
The code and thegenerateddata that support thefindingsof this study
are available at Code Ocean https://doi.org/10.24433/CO.6119231.v2.
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