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Microplastic
pollution in seawater and marine
organisms across the Tropical
Eastern Pacific and Galapagos

Alonzo Alfaro-Nufez, Diana Astorga, Lenin Caceres-Farias, Lisandra Bastidas,
Cynthia Soto Villegas, Kewrin Choez Macay & Jan H. Christensen

Correction to: Scientific Reports https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-85939-3, published on 19 March 2021
The original version of this Article contained errors.

The negative blank control data was omitted from the analyses described in the paper. This is now corrected in
the Methods, where the following sentence was added at the end of "Sampling and processing of water samples),

"Negative blank controls were collected, inspected, and quantified at each station after rinsing the filtration
system as previously described."

Statistical analysis of this data is now also included in a newly added Supplementary File 4. In Results, under
"Seawater samples,

"Further- more, a high significant difference was detected between the three categories (p < 0.01), confirming
the vast amount of microplastic particles detected in the size 500-750 pm when compared with the other two
larger sizes (see Supplementary S2)."

now reads:

"Further- more, a high significant difference was detected between the three categories (p < 0.01), confirming
the vast amount of microplastic particles detected in the size 500-750 um when compared with the other two
larger sizes (see Supplementary S2 and S4)."

and,

"The one-way ANOVA test (see Supplementary S3) revealed a statistically significant difference between the four
sub-regional zones (p < 0.01)."

now reads:

"The one-way ANOVA test (see Supplementary S3 and S4) revealed a statistically significant difference between
the four sub-regional zones (p < 0.01)."

Additionally,

“Microplastics appeared mostly in the form of plastic fibres (see Fig. 2), which were found in all collected samples.
As mentioned above, the largest concentration of microplastic particles was found in international waters at the
station 20 (see Supplementary S3 and Fig. 1)."

now reads:
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"Microplastics appeared mostly in the form of plastic fibres (see Fig. 2), which were found in all collected samples.
As mentioned above, the largest concentration of microplastic particles was found in international waters at the
station 20 (see Supplementary S3, S4 and Fig. 1)."

Furthermore, name of the sixth author, Kewrin Macay, was incorrectly listed. It now reads Kewrin Choez Macay.

The original Article and accompanying Supplementary Information files have been corrected.
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