-

Spinal Cord (2009) 47, 428
© 2009 International Spinal Cord Society Al rights reserved 1362-4393/09 $32.00

www.nature.com/sc

OBITUARY

In Memoriam: Professor Hannu Alaranta, 20 May 1947-10 June 2008
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Hannu Alaranta passed away in June 2008, suffering from
serious illness, in Helsinki, Finland. He was a great scholar

and a good athlete. He graduated from the University of
Helsinki in 1973, became a specialist in Rehabilitation and
physical medicine in 1980, earned his PhM in 1985 and
specialized in Sports and Exercise Medicine in 1988. He
became Professor in 2006.

His work focused on rehabilitation and sports for people
with disabilities. Hannu Alaranta’s career spanned interna-
tionally too. He worked as a medical officer in Jugoslavia,
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzgovina on Rehabilitation Medicine
organized by the World Health Organization in 1996-1997.
He was a member of ISCoS (International Spinal Cord
Society) and Academie Europaenne de Medicine de Read-
aptation.

Hannu Alaranta served as a senior physician in the
Rehabilitation Unit of the Invalid Foundation in Helsinki
in 1986-1994, and thereafter as a director of Kipyld
Rehabilitation Centre (Finnish Association of People with
Mobility Disabilities) in Helsinki.

Professor Alaranta has left a remarkable effect in the field
of Rehabilitation Medicine and Science in Finland.

He leaves his wife, two children and two grandchildren.
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