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This is an excellent 686 page hardback. 
Numerous American professionals have 
worked together incorporating each 
of their specialist fields to produce 31 
informative chapters. Chapters include 
extensive information on child abuse 
and neglect, dental caries in the child 
and adolescent, local anaesthetic and 
pain control for the child and adoles-
cent, restorative treatment, community 
oral health and much more. This book 
aims to inform the reader of present 
diagnostic and treatment recommenda-
tions in these particular areas of pae-
diatric dentistry and where possible 
information is evidence-based and cur-
rent research and literature sources are 
well documented. 

Each chapter is clearly set out and 
superbly illustrated. The outline at the 
beginning of each chapter gives the 
reader a brief understanding of any areas 
to be discussed and what is entailed 
within that particular subject area. Inter-
esting and relevant illustrations, clear 
graphs and tables are included through-
out the book which successfully enhance 
and aid the reader’s understanding. The 
information is relevant to the practice of 
paediatric dentistry and the text is well 
structured and easy to read. There are 
also many colour clinical photographs 
as well as radiographs included in each 
chapter. The photographs explain well 
the advice given in the text and in many 

cases, show the treatment procedures 
step by step, which I believe many read-
ers will find useful and clarifying. 

This book is aimed at both undergrad-
uate dental students and postdoctoral 
paediatric dental students as well as 
experienced dentists. This new edition 
is also connected to Elsevier’s Evolve 
website. This means that the reader 
can take advantage of the information 
from the text as well as additional ele-
ments. I believe due to the advanced 
range of information provided in this 
book it will appeal to a wide range of 
professionals but in particular under-
graduate students, for whom it will 
act as an excellent guide to paediat-
ric dentistry as well as an outstanding 
revision aid. In particular, chapter 21, 
which gives extensive information on 
management of trauma to both the pri-
mary and permanent dentition and their  
supporting structures.

In summary this is a well written, 
interesting book with lovely illustra-
tions. The presentation is excellent and 
I feel it will appeal to all members of our 
profession. 

F. Campbell
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The authors of this book have com-
pletely rewritten the first edition, which 
was published in 2006 following the  

introduction of the new dental contract, 
to take into account the new practicali-
ties of working within the revised NHS 
system. The result is a well written 260 
page book which aims to help prepare 
the dental team for the future of NHS 
dentistry and the changes promised by 
the Government.

The authors have used their specialist 
knowledge in NHS dentistry, including 
their experience in government policy 
and PCT advising, dento-legal mat-
ters and consultancy on the new dental 
contract, to formulate a practical book 
which NHS practitioners will find both 
relevant and useful. 

The colour coded layout enables quick 
and easy access to the four areas cov-
ered within the book. Firstly, part one 
describes how the NHS system works 
now and covers the basics of the 2006 
contract including ways of gaining 
further information on this subject. 
It then discusses ways in which com-
missioning may change in the future, 
the role of the PCT and finally the role 
of the dental team within the system, 
including practice owners, associates, 
vocational trainees and other dental  
care professionals. 

Part two addresses how to work within 
the system and contracting models. The 
difference between GDS and PDS con-
tracts is explained including the role 
of the PCT and the NHS in formulat-
ing these agreements. This chapter 
then goes on to discuss how UDAs can 
affect practice management including 
recall recommendations, patient referral 
advice and how patient charge banding 
is implemented and regulated. 

Part three is particularly aimed at 
practice owners and explains the finan-
cial and administrative side of the NHS 
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