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Restoration of authenticity in
building insulation-and-decoration
integrated board in cold regions

Yucong Zu'?, Xianglong Sun®*“ & Yechao Jiang'™*

Building energy consumption accounts for nearly one-third of the total energy consumption of the
whole society, and this proportion is higher in China. We rehabilitate a large number of buildings

every year, and the reuse of existing building materials can significantly reduce energy consumption
and building pollution, as well as save time and money spent on rehabilitation. The insulation and
decorative integrated board is widely used in cold regions of China, once damage occurs, the old one

is often dismantled and replaced with a new one, which takes a long time to repair and also causes
pollution and waste. The objectives of authenticity restoration method is to reduce building pollution,
save construction time, and restore the original appearance of the building. It is divided into two main
steps: the first is the reinforcement of the thermal insulation and decorative integrated board, and the
second is the repair of the decorative layer. Compared with the traditional restoration method, it does
not require the removal of the old one-piece board, which can shorten the restoration time by 50% and
produce zero pollution. It adds construction materials to the building facade, which can improve the
thermal insulation performance of the building. The external wall reinforcement technology and facade
optimisation design are key to authenticity restoration, ensuring the building’s sturdiness while also
reducing the amount of building materials. For buildings with large areas of damage to the insulation
and decorative integrated boards, the authenticity restoration method has been proven to be effective
through practice and time.

Keywords Authenticity restoration, Insulation and decoration integrated board, Reinforcement technology,
Cold regions, Facade optimization design

Energy consumption has become a key concern for economic development. Governments have vigorously
advocated the concept of energy conservation, emission reduction and green environmental protection!. The
energy consumption of the construction industry cannot be ignored. China is in a period of rapid economic
development, with a large number of new buildings every year?. At the same time, a large number of existing
buildings have been renovated in recent years, especially those with damaged facades. Their air conditioning,
heating, ventilation, water supply and drainage systems have aged, and energy consumption is huge. Therefore,
the repair and transformation process must pay attention to energy conservation and emission reduction in
order to achieve stable development. In cold regions, due to the large temperature difference in one year, once
the building facade is damaged, it not only affects the building image, but also affects the building insulation
and safety’.

The Insulation and Decoration Integrated Board (IDIB) is a new type of insulation board for external walls.
In recent years, it has been widely used as a prefabricated building component. It is composed of an adhesive
layer, thermal insulation decorative finished board, anchorage, sealing materials, and so on*. It integrates many
functions, such as fire prevention, waterproofing, thermal insulation, and decoration. As it can be produced in a
factory-integrated manner, saving a lot of manpower, material resources, and time costs, its construction cycle is
relatively short. It has received unanimous praise in cold areas and is widely used. However, as it is bonded as one
unit, if one material is not up to standard, the materials will affect each other under low-temperature conditions,
causing damage to other materials and resulting in the loss of thermal insulation and decorative properties. This
leads to a long repair time and poor maintenance. According to the materials, the IDIB studied in this paper
can be divided into: stone paint IDIB, metallic paint IDIB, multicoloured paint IDIB, and waterborne sand IDIB
(Fig. 1)°.
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Fig. 1. Different material composition forms of IDIB.
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Fig. 2. Several manifestations of brokenness in the application process of IDIB.

There are also some problems in the application process (Fig. 2), such as fading, breakage, shedding, mould,
thermal bridging, etc. These problems are often caused by freeze-thaw damage of materials, which cannot
be avoided in cold regions. They mainly arise during the production, installation, and usage phases. Once a
problem occurs®, the safety and insulation of the building will be compromised’. The traditional restoration
method involves the demolition of the old and the installation of the new integrated board. In this case, the old
IDIB will be discarded, resulting in building pollution and material wastage. At the same time, removing the old
ones and installing the new ones are two separate construction processes, which takes longer and affects both
the use of the building and its thermal insulation performance. In cases of extensive damage, major restoration is
required, which consumes a significant amount of time, labour and materials, and results in a waste of resources
and money, making it unsustainable. This study proposes the concept of “authenticity restoration”. The main
approach is not to remove the original broken one-piece board but to install mesh fabric and back-screwed bolts
on it. The facade is then painted, and the building’s lines are designed to restore the original appearance. This
method aims to save building materials during the restoration process, saving both time and money while also
improving the building’s thermal insulation to better suit the characteristics of cold urban buildings®.

External wall thermal insulation technology research has a long history. European countries have academic
theoretical system and project application experience in the 1940s°. After the thermal insulation wall is put into
use for a certain period of time, many walls have cracking problems!’. The earliest repair method is to paste
the thermal insulation board on the outer wall, which can effectively play a thermal insulation effect on the
internal space, reduce the occurrence of wall cracks, and ensure the indoor temperature. The thermal insulation
materials used in the structure are mainly EPS boards, followed by XPS boards and other materials. According
to the temperature change and climatic conditions in Germany'!, the thickness of economic thermal insulation
board suitable for domestic use is studied. New technologies are also used in the external enclosure structures
such as doors, windows and glass. For example, a certain thickness of thermal insulation material is added to
the structural nodes such as external walls, external windows and roofs. Three layers of glass material and closed
window frame with inert gas barrier are also used in doors and windows to achieve thermal insulation effect
and decorative effect. At the same time, the United States has also begun to improve the insulation technology'2.
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For example!?, the cold areas in the north and the hot areas in the south of the United States have widely used
the external wall insulation technology, and the building energy saving effect has been significantly improved'.

Rodrigues et al. evaluated the theoretical test performance of the new external thermal insulation system'>. The
purpose of the study was to improve the energy efficiency of residential buildings. A comprehensive investigation
and test was conducted to test the applicability and effectiveness of the new external thermal insulation system
in buildings, including: The theoretical thermal performance of the new thermal insulation system was tested
by steady-state simulation. Based on laboratory test data, the demand for air conditioning heating was reduced
by 42%'°, and the demand for heating energy added to the system was reduced by 49%. The research also shows
that the new thermal insulation system can not only meet the thermal insulation performance of the external
wall, but also is easy to install and does not depend on the change of weather conditions'”. It can be seen that the
external wall insulation technology has been widely used around the world, and has achieved results in building
energy conservation and environmental protection'®.

Sha et al. conducted a study on the impact resistance of IDIB in cold regions. The experimental results
revealed that impact-induced pits easily occurred on the IDIB, but without leading to fracture. This fully
demonstrates that the IDIB is suitable for use in cold regions. The research results show that the larger the
bonding area, the more stable the material, with maximum stability achieved when the bonding area exceeds
77%". Kan et al. conducted research on the innovation and development of vacuum insulation panels, a new
type of high-efficiency thermal insulation material. Due to its excellent properties, it has been widely promoted
in China?®. Chu et al. studied the fire resistance of IDIB. The experimental results showed that it has better fire
resistance?!, which is not affected by outdoor ambient temperature. The structure also exhibits certain stability,
and suitable protection layer materials can prevent cracking and loss of cohesiveness. This demonstrates that
improving the material can enhance the service life of the one-piece board, preventing damage. In summary,
most of the research on IDIB focuses on various properties of the material, mainly including fire resistance,
thermal insulation, and stability. While it has been shown to be usable in cold regions, there is little research on
its damage, especially regarding how to ensure safety and aesthetics during its use. This study aims to fill this gap.

In recent years, China has paid more attention to IDIB work. In 2019, Liu conducted a survey and analysis of
the external thermal insulation shedding accidents of existing buildings, investigated the structural composition
and material classification of common external thermal insulation systemszz, and carried out tensile tests on the
stress and performance. The structural and construction technical requirements of the anchor bolt in the block
base were proposed, and the ABAQUS finite element software was used to simulate and analyze the mechanical
properties of the external wall system to determine the reasonable number and arrangement of the anchor bolts.
Li Ming et al. have studied, analyzed and optimized the thermal insulation capacity, stability and durability of
the system through on-the-spot investigation, test detection and software simulation, so as to ensure the safety of
IDIB use?®. However, most of the problems are removed and repaired, which wastes both time and money. It can
be seen that although the external thermal insulation technology has gradually matured, there are also quality
problems that need to be further studied and solved®*.

Current situation investigation and problem analysis

Present situation investigation

The structural composition of the IDIB can be basically divided into a thermal insulation layer, a base plate, and a
decorative layer (Fig. 3), which simultaneously addresses the thermal insulation and decoration of the building’s
exterior wall. However, some IDIBs have experienced fading, damage, detachment, thermal bridge effects, and
other issues after a period of use. Due to the difficulty of maintenance and repair in the later stages, along with
high construction costs, the facade image of many buildings has been damaged, and the thermal insulation
performance has significantly decreased, impacting its overall functionality.

In China, the climate varies greatly between regions. The cold region referred to in this study is mainly the
region shown in (Fig. 4). The coldest temperature in this area ranges from —5 °C to -20 °C over the course
of a year, with the daily average temperature falling below 5 °C for more than 120 days. This region is one of
the five major climate zones in China, with representative areas including Beijing, Hebei, and other regions®.
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Fig. 3. The structural composition of the IDIB.
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Climatic zoning of buildings in China
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Fig. 4. Climate zones in China. The map was generated using QGIS (version 3.28.0; https://www.qgis.org) and
Adobe Photoshop (version 2020; https://ps.adobe-cn.com/). Boundaries were obtained from Building Climate
Zoning Standards (https://ebook.chinabuilding.com.cn/zbooklib/bookpdf/probation?SiteID=1&bookID=577
93).

Name of standard Number/year | Related content

Technical specification for the On the basis of engineering application experience, it incorporates technologically mature new thermal insulation materials

application of external thermal GB5229/2022 and bonded polyurethane bonding materials, and at the same time, it has upgraded the overall technology for the external

insulation system of thermal thermal insulation technology of thermal insulation and decorative integrated board external wall, and put forward new

insulation and decorative panels thermal insulation construction technology

Enerev conservation desien Increase the energy-saving targets and give the annual cumulative heat load and energy consumption values of new

stan. dga}; ds for residential bguil dings JGJ26/ residential buildings in major cities and towns designed for heating, and stipulate the limit values of thermal performance of

in frieid and cold areas 85 12018 the enclosure structure according to different climate sub-zones; in addition, revise the method of judging the trade-offs of

s thermal performance of the enclosure structure

Enerey saving desien standards for The main revised technical contents are the establishment of a model database of typical public buildings with characteristics
ubligcybuil di§ s & GB50189/2015 | and distribution features of public buildings, and the updating of the thermal performance limit of the envelope and the

P 8 condensation energy efficiency system. The prerequisites for the judgement of envelope trade-offs are added

General specification for building Designated to conserve resources, protect the ecological environment, respond to the laws and regulations on climate

energy efficiency and renewable GB55015/2021 | change, implement the decisions on carbon peaking and carbon neutrality, improve the efficiency of energy use, and meet

energy utilisation the needs of high-quality economic and social development

Table 1. Relevant norms and requirements in China about IDIB.

In winter, indoor buildings should meet the needs of heat preservation and antifreeze protection, while in
summer, attention should be paid to heat protection and the reduction of air conditioning energy consumption.
At the same time, relevant norms and requirements have also been issued to improve the use and subsequent
restoration of IDIB (Table 1)%°.

Problem analysis

1. Production Phase

The IDIB is primarily composed of thermal insulation core material and decorative board Material. The phys-
ical properties, compactness, and structural characteristics of the thermal insulation core material will have
different effects on thermal conductivity?””. The material of the thermal insulation layer may be a complex
capillary porous body, and there may be air, liquid water, and other substances in the pores of the wallboard.
The choiceof veneering material will also affect the thermal performance of the composite integrated board.

From the perspective of the material’s properties, the thermal conductivity of metals is larger, followed by
non-metallic materials, liquids, and finally gases, which have the smallest thermal conductivity.

The quality per unit area is not up to standard. According to the requirements of the “Insulation and Decoration
Integrated Board Insulation System Materials”, the weight of the integrated board should be less than 30 kg/
m’. Exceeding this value will increase the burden on the wall, leading to the risk of falling off. At the same
time, the weight of the panel in the integrated board constitutes the majority of the weight. Generally speak-
ing, the lighter the panel weight, the higher the cost?®. To save costs, some enterprises fail to meet the panel
standards, leading to the eventual detachment of the integrated board over time.

The water absorption and water vapour permeability are not up to standard. Generally, the water vapour perme-
ability of the polyurethane core material is higher than that of the panel. In winter, as the outdoor tempera-
ture drops, there is a large temperature difference between the interior and exterior of the building’s external
wall insulation system. The side with a higher temperature exerts a larger water vapour pressure, causing the
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Core layer Rigid polyurethane boards (PU) | Rock wool | Expanded polystyrene (EPS) | Phenolic resin
Thermal conductivity (Mk) | <0.02 <0.04 <0.04 <0.04
Apparent density 235 >120 18-20 >50

(kg/m?)

Combustion grade B1 A B1/B2 Bl

Table 2. Main properties of different insulation core materials.

Installation
method

Bonding Dry-hanging Anchoring

Photo

Fig. 5. The installation methods for IDIB.

water vapour to migrate from high to low pressure. If the water vapour permeability of the panel is poor, the
water vapour between the panel and the insulation core material cannot escape, leading to condensation,
which generates frost heaving forces and exacerbates the damage to the integrated panel. This is especially
problematic in cold cities, where the temperature difference between the indoors and outdoors in winter is
significant?. The frost heaving force persists for a long time, and the force increases over time. To ensure
better air permeability and water absorption performance, a wider strip position should be reserved to ensure
structural stability.

Insulation core material is not up to standard. The thermal insulation core material is an important component
of the thermal insulat on decoration integrated board, as it determines the thermal insulation performance®.
Common core materials used in integrated boards include rigid polyurethane boards (PU), rock wool, ex-
panded polystyrene (EPS), phenolic resin, and others. In different building climate zones, different materials
should be selected during construction. The thermal conductivity, apparent density, and combustion grade
performance of these core materials are summarised as follows (see Table 2).

It can be seen from the table that organic thermal insulation materials (EPS, XPS, PU, phenolic) have low ther-
mal conductivity and good thermal insulation properties, but they are poor in fire resistance and can easily
catch fire. Although the thermal conductivity of rock wool is larger, it is classified as a Class A non-combus-
tible material and is relatively safe. In cold areas, thermal conductivity is particularly important; generally,
as the thermal conductivity decreases, so does the mechanical strength, and therefore, careful selection is
required.

2. Installation Phase

The installation methods for IDIB mainly include bonding type, dry-hanging type, anchoring type (Fig. 5).

Bonding type: This method involves connecting the integrated board to the foundation wall solely through
bonding. According to the design needs of the external wall, it can be either point-sticky or full-sticky, with
the plate joints sealed with mortar seaming material. This method is easier to install but tends to have the
most issues in the long term?!.

Dry-hanging type: This method fixes the keel to the base wall first, then connects the integrated board to the keel
using a metal connector or special anchor. The external insulation system’s seams can be sealed with sealant.

Anchoring type: This method combines both bonding and anchoring. The integrated board is securely fixed to
the foundation wall, ensuring stability. This method is more costly but the safest option.

Additionally, materials have different curing times. If the materials have not fully cured before installation®?,
there may still be interactions between them. In cold areas, temperature fluctuations cause thermal expansion
and contraction, which can lead to internal stress and damage from mutual extrusion. Workers must evenly
distribute the mortar on the back of the integrated board during installation, then paste it onto the wall sur-
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face, adjusting the flatness and joint width. The bonding mortar should be stirred regularly and must be used
up within 4 h. Furthermore, the construction follows a point bonding process, with the bonding area meas-
uring 130-150 mm straight, and covering about 40% of the integrated board’s area. If the bonding area is less
than specified, the firmness of the integrated board is greatly reduced, leading to cracking and detachment.

3. Using phase

The thermal bridge effect is a part of the building envelope’s thermal performance. The existence of thermal
bridges increases energy loss throughout the building, and this is inevitable. It is primarily manifested in
thicker structures or materials with larger thermal conductivity in the building envelope, such as thermal
bridge columns or larger thermal bridges. It can also be seen in areas where the internal and external surfaces
of the enclosure structure are uneven, such as ceilings, walls, and floors. The integrated boards in these areas
are prone to fading and shedding (Eq. 1)3.

Kp- Fp+Kp- FB
K, = 1
Fp+ Fp W

Where K, represents the heat transfer coefficient of the main part of the external wall, k, represents the heat
transfer coefficient of the thermal bridge of the external wall, f, represents the area of the wall, fB represents
the area of the thermal bridge composed of beam, plate and column.

It can be seen from the equation that since the heat transfer coefficient K of the thermal bridge is much larger
than the heat transfer coeflicient K, of the main part, the existence of the thermal bridge will increase the
average heat transfer coefficient of the entire wall. The structural area at the thermal bridge is large, and this
increase in the average heat transfer coefficient will lead to greater energy loss from the building (Table 3).

Level of deterioration of IDIBS

Repair methods

Traditional repair methods

In the event of damage, shedding, and other problems with the IDIB, the traditional repair method typically
involves removing the original board entirely and reinstalling a new integrated board>!. If there are multiple
integrated boards with problems, additional new boards need to be installed. This results in multiple “big
patches” on the building, which causes the facade to have varying colors. This not only affects the aesthetic
appearance of the building but also compromises its safety. It is a temporary repair method that does not address
the underlying issues and may even cause further shedding problems, leading to potential safety hazards. While
removing and reinstalling the problematic integrated boards may solve safety and aesthetic issues, it is costly in
terms of manpower, materials, and financial resources. Moreover, the construction period will be lengthy, and
the repair costs will be significantly high.

Authenticity restoration method

The authenticity restoration method follows the principle of “repairs the old to a state akin to new;” using a
comprehensive repair approach that preserves the original style of the building facade while achieving safety
and thermal insulation objectives. As a technical expert, the author participated in a practical project focused
on repairing the insulation and decoration integrated boards in cold regions. This maintenance project has been
in use for five years and has yielded positive results. Without damaging the original insulation and decorative
integrated boards™, the authenticity restoration process involves applying three layers of cement mortar and two
layers of grid cloth, anchored by re-twisting bolts in the outer layer of the decorative panel (after calculations,
the load area of a single bolt is no more than 0.18 m®. The veneer adopts an imitation stone paint maintenance
scheme, and the facade is optimized®. The repair process primarily consists of two stages: the repair process and
the stone-like paint finishing process (Fig. 6).

1. Integrated board repair process

Technical metric

Slight damage

Moderate damage

Severe damage

Functional failure

Surface damage

Fading, minor scratches or localized
coating peeling, <5% of area

Visible fading, localized damage
or cracks, 5-15% of the area

Large areas of damage, peeling or
delamination, 15-30% of the area

Overall peeling or severe
delamination, >30% of the area

Material properties

Thermal conductivity change <5%,
tensile strength retention >90%

Thermal conductivity change
5-15%, tensile strength retention
80%~90%

Thermal conductivity change 15-30%,
tensile strength retention 60%~80%

Thermal conductivity change > 30%,
tensile strength retention <60%

Structural stability

No visible cracks or loosening

Slightly cracked board joints

Board joints cracked > 5 mm in width,
risk of detachment

Insulation detached from base layer

Thermal
coincidence

Local temperature difference<3 C,
negligible impact on overall energy
consumption

Temperature difference 3-8
‘C, energy consumption
increase <10%

Temperature difference 815 'C, energy
consumption increase 10% ~ 20%

Temperature difference>15 C,
energy consumption increase > 20%,
a potential safety hazard

Table 3. Technical metric of level of deterioration.
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Base treatment

on the outer surface of the IDIB
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crack-resistant leveling mortar
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mesh cloth (300 g/m*)

Y
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Application of the third
crack-resistant leveling mortar

Hanging the
second mesh cloth(160 g/m?)

Application of the second
crack-resistant leveling mortar

First putty batch scraping
and leveling

Second putty batch scraping
and leveling

Application of alkali-resistant
sealing primer

y

|Application of stone-like paint

y

of dust cover

Spraying of imitation stone
paint fabric

Elastic line division

Fig. 6. Flow chart of the authenticity restoration of IDIB.

Fig. 7. Hanging the second mesh cloth.

3
2

Although the integrated board has faded and suffered damage®’, the thermal insulation function of the polyure-
thane core remains intact (Fig. 7). Therefore, the primary goal of the repair is to prevent further damage and
detachment while maintaining its thermal insulation function.

2. Stone-like lacquer finishing process

After the integrated board system has been restored (Fig. 8), an imitation stone paint process is used to restore

the original facade effect and achieve the goal of “repairing as good as new.”

In this process, each step involves multiple construction stages (Fig. 9), and the two main processes should be
integrated. This scheme represents a comprehensive maintenance approach, with the building’s details, such
as doors, windows, openings, and parapets, being treated in paralle (Fig. 10). Due to the large number of
construction steps and technical requirements, detailed calculations and planning are necessary to ensure the
integrity and scientific accuracy of the authenticity restoration.

Comparison of the two restoration methods
Compared with the traditional restoration method, authenticity restoration does not produce a large amount
of construction waste or pollute the environment. For example, for a building with a length of 50 m, a width of
12 m, and a height of 30 m, the total area of the building facade is 3720 m® according to Eq. 2. When the building’s
IDIB is extensively damaged, the traditional method can only involve removal and reinstallation. The IDIB will
occupy about 80% of the total area due to the number and location of windows and doors, resulting in more than
3000 m” of construction waste and environmental pollution. Authentic restoration does not involve the removal
of the old decorative integrated board, thus preventing the generation of construction waste and environmental
pollution. Authentic restoration can be applied to the existing decorative integrated board without its removal,
thus reducing construction time by 50%. Authentic restoration can improve the building’s thermal insulation.
It involves reapplying mesh fabric, mortar, and other materials to the exterior surface of the existing building®®,
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Fig. 8. Application of alkali-resistant sealing prime.
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Ceramic panels Third crack-resistant levelling mortar
Sealing glue

Fig. 9. IDIB restoration construction process.

increasing its thickness, which is especially important in cold regions. Authentic restoration also saves money, as
the author’s total labour costs are lower due to the shorter duration of the work involved in the project. In terms
of building material costs, there is no longer a need to purchase decorative integrated boards. However, materials
such as mortar, mesh, and bolts are required, with material costs remaining stable and an overall cost reduction
of about 10%. In summary, the advantages of authenticity restoration are clear®.

S =1h+wh (2)

Where S represents the total area of the building facade, I represents the length of the building, w represents the
width of the building, and & represents the height of the building.

Key points in authenticity restoration

Construction process

The construction process is divided into two main steps*. The first step involves the repair construction of
the integrated board. According to the characteristics of the fiber grid cloth, the weight of the two-layer grid
cloth should follow the principle of “heavier inside, lighter outside” to ensure better attachment to the wall.
The thickness of the three layers of anti-cracking mortar should follow the principle of “thinner inside, thicker
outside” to ensure the flatness of the wall surface. At the same time, the re-twisting bolts should be securely
fastened to the building*!.

During construction, the following points should be ensured: The anti-crack mortar must be mixed well on-
site and allowed to cure for more than five minutes to ensure its viscosity and air-tightness; The glass fiber mesh
cloth must be properly overlapped, especially around doors, windows, and parapets, to ensure the integrity,
standardization, and safety of the construction.

The second step involves the imitation stone paint process, which is key to the restoration of authenticity.
The objective is to “repair as good as new” and restore the original appearance of the building. The process
begins with flattening the two putty layers to ensure the facade’s smoothness, followed by the application of
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Fig. 10. Restoration construction process on parapets.

Fig. 11. IDIB style before maintenance.

imitation stone paint to restore the building’s original color. The color must closely match the original, and
line divisions should be done using high-quality grain paper. To ensure the overall aesthetic, the facade can be
optimized during this process. The original integrated plates are often limited by size, resulting in a dense and
less aesthetically pleasing appearance. Re-optimization can involve creating larger segments, which improve
the visual effect (Figs. 11 and 12). Finally, a stone-like topcoat is sprayed. During construction, it’s crucial that
each layer of spray coating has adequate drying time and is applied at an appropriate temperature to ensure the
coatings stability and prevent chemical reactions that may interfere with each other.

Construction materials

Several building materials are used in the authenticity restoration process, including glass fiber mesh, anti-crack
mortar, back-screw bolts, putty, paint, and textured paper, as well as auxiliary tools like spray guns, hammers,
and brushes. Some of these materials are particularly critical®. Glass Fiber Mesh: The weight of the glass fiber
mesh is essential. From inside to outside, the mesh should weigh 300 g/m? for the inner layer and 160 g/m? for
the outer layer. Experimental studies have shown that the weight of mesh should be accurate. Back-screw Bolts:
The thickness of the insulation and decoration integrated board is approximately 110 mm, so the length of the
bolt should be around 150 mm to embed into the main structure of the building, ensuring sufficient pullback
force. Textured Paper: The width of the textured paper should align with the gap width between the original
integrated boards, typically around 12 mm, to maintain a unified and coordinated facade style.
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Fig. 12. IDIB style after maintenance.

Regional categories
Height above ground (M) | A B C D
5 1.65 | 1.00 | 0.65 | 0.51
10 1.28 | 1.00 | 0.65 | 0.51
15 142 | 1.13 | 0.74 | 0.51
20 1.52 | 1.23 | 0.88 | 0.51
30 1.67 | 1.39 | 1.00 | 0.60

Table 4. The gust coefficient at height z ([ng)

Regional categories
Height above ground (M) | A B C D
5 1.65 | 1.70 | 2.05 | 2.40
10 1.60 | 1.70 | 2.05 | 2.40
15 1.57 | 1.65 | 2.05 | 2.40
20 1.55 | 1.63 | 1.99 | 2.40
30 1.53 | 1.59 | 1.90 | 2.40

Table 5. Wind pressure height variation coefficient (u,).

Calculation of the umber of screw-back bolts
Reinforcement technology is crucial in the repair of integrated boards. The re-twisted bolt is a primary
component, and its number directly affects the building’s safety. If the number of bolts is too high, it may create
“nail bags” that negatively impact the building’s appearance. If too few bolts are used, the reinforcing effect is
inadequate, leading to potential damage and shedding, which defeats the purpose of the repair.

To determine the optimal number of bolts, a scientific mathematical model is used, considering factors such
as building height, wind load, and the compression resistance of the integrated boards?!. The process involves
the following steps:

1. Numerical calculation of wind load (Eq. 3)

Wi = /Bgz,u/sl,u/zwo (3)

Where W, is the standard value of wind load (kn/m,), ﬂ is the gust coefficient at height Z, us is the local shape
coeﬂic1ent of wind load, p, is the height variation coefficient of wind pressure, w_ is the basic wind pressure
(kn/m,).

Among them, for flat or slightly undulating terrain, the wind pressure coefficient (_,) and the wind pressure
height variation coefficient () of the maintenance component should be determined according to the sur-
face roughness (Tables 4 and 5 ). The ground roughness is divided into four categories: A, B, C and D: A refers
to the near sea surface and island area; B refers to the field villages and towns with sparse houses; C refers to
the urban area with dense buildings; D refers to the urban area with only dense buildings and high building
height.

Most buildings with a height of less than 30 m are in Environment C. In this study, Environment C is selected as
the standard. From the Table 3, we can see that the wind pressure coefficient for maintenance components at
a height of 30 m is twice that at 5 m. This indicates that as the height increases, the wind pressure increases,
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Standard
value of wind
Wind load factor at height Z | Local wind load body shape | Wind pressure altitude change | Basic wind pressure pressure load
Height above ground (M) By, (see Table 4) factor (p,) (u,) (see Table 3) (BWP)W, (KN/m?)
5 2.05 1 0.65 0.55 0.88
10 2.05 1 0.65 0.55 0.88
15 2.05 1 0.74 0.55 0.88
20 1.99 1 0.88 0.55 0.97
30 1.90 1 1.00 0.55 1.10
Table 6. Wind load value at wall surface.
Standard
value of wind
Wind load factor at height | Local wind load body shape | Wind pressure altitude change | Basic wind pressure pressure load
Height above ground (M) | Z(p, gz) (see Table 4) factor (p ) () (see Table 3) (BWP)W, (KN/m?)
5 2.05 1.4 0.65 0.55 1.23
10 2.05 1.4 0.65 0.55 1.23
15 2.05 1.4 0.65 0.55 1.23
20 1.99 1.4 0.74 0.55 1.36
30 1.90 1.4 0.88 0.55 1.54
Table 7. Wind load value at wall corner.
Height above ground (M) | Standard value of negative wind pressure load (KN/m?) | Safety factor | Requirements for anchorage strength | The number of screw-back bolts
5 0.88 2 1.76 293
10 0.88 2 1.76 2.93
15 0.88 2 1.76 293
20 0.97 2 1.94 3.24
30 1.10 2 221 3.68

Table 8. Calculation results of screw-back bolts at the wall surface.

although this is not an absolute relationship. The coefficient of variation of wind pressure for the maintenance
component at a height of 30 m is lower than that at 5 m, indicating that as height increases, the coefficient
of variation of wind pressure decreases. The coefficient of variation of wind pressure is related to wind speed
fluctuations. At higher heights, wind speed is more stable, which leads to a smaller coefficient of variation of
wind pressure. Specific data can be found in the (Tables 4 and 5) according to GB 50,009 —2012.

2. Local shape coefficient of wind load (i)

The local wind pressure shape coefficient p; (suction, tension) of the enclosure member is calculated. According
to GB 50,009 — 2012, the local wind pressure shape coefficient is determined, the wall surface value is 1.0, and
the wall angle value is 1.40. Basic wind pressure: Refer to the snow pressure wind pressure and basic temper-
ature of cities across the country (select Harbin) .Here, the basic wind (wo=0.55 kN/m?) pressure value of 50
years is selected. In summary, the standard value of wind load is calculated as follows (Tables 6 and 7).

3. Bolt calculation

The design value of the wind load is 1.5 times the standard value. Considering issues such as.

Anchoring bolt types, oversized boreholes, improper insertion methods, and material aging, a safety factor of 2
is applied. According to the standard JGT366-2022 for “Anchor Bolts for Exterior Wall Insulation,” the tensile
bearing capacity of a single anchor bolt must not be less than 0.6 kN. Based on this, the number of bolts for
wall surfaces and corners is calculated (Tables 8 and 9).

For buildings less than 30 m high, the results indicate that the number of screw-back bolts should be greater than
5.15 per square metre. This study recommends 6 to 7 per square metre.
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Height above ground (M) | Standard value of negative wind pressure load (KN/m?) | Safety factor | Requirements for anchorage strength | The number of screw-back bolts
5 1.23 2 2.46 4.10
10 1.23 2 2.46 4.10
15 1.23 2 2.46 4.10
20 1.36 2 2.72 4.54
30 1.54 2 3.09 5.15

Table 9. Calculation results of screw-back bolts at corners.

Fig. 14. A childcare building.

Facade optimization design
The construction of the imitation stone lacquer should adopt the concept of “repairing the old as the new.” The
goal is to reshape and refresh the building’s facade, improving its visual appeal.

1. Color selection

The architectural color should blend harmoniously with the surrounding environment and reflect the local his-
tory and culture*. It should also incorporate modern elements while coordinating with the building’s original
color. For cold regions, the facade color should take into account the solar radiation heat absorption rate and
the local cultural context. Different types of buildings, such as residential, office, industrial, and agricultural
buildings, may require different colors depending on their functional roles in the city. For example: Dormi-
tory buildings at a university may use a classic red, white*?, and gray color scheme, with natural textures such
as stone or marble, aligning with the academic environment’s solemn and elegant image (Fig. 13); A childcare
building in a maternity and child hospital may use pink and light yellow to create a warm, inviting atmos-
phere, matching the hospital’s function and gentle, caring environment (Fig. 14).

2. Design of lines

In the construction of imitation stone paint, the “bullet line division” method can be used to design the facade’s
composition. Different styles include (Fig. 15). Horizontal Composition: Using design lines and the horizon-
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Fig. 15. Design of Lines in IDIB.

tal lines of windows to form a horizontal grid. Vertical Composition: Creating a vertical grid using concave
or convex wall features. Grid Composition: Incorporating window concave designs and line patterns to form
a grid. Irregular Composition: Using different shapes and arrangements to create graphics and patterns.

3. Details of the transformation

The structural joints of the building facade—such as the feet, corners, doors and windows, balconies, awnings,
parapets, and air conditioning partitions—are vulnerable to cracking and falling off due to material heat,
anchoring methods, and external forces. This study suggests optimization designs for the feet, windows, and
parapets to ensure practicality and structural integrity.

Leg structure design

The foot of the building helps protect the exterior wall from rainwater and surface water. The design must
ensure a moisture-proof layer to prevent water leakage, with an appropriately thick, strong, and impact-resistant
decorative layer (Fig. 16).
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Window structure design

The focus is on thermal insulation and air-tightness. The window design must prevent rain and snow
accumulation, which could cause water leakage into the window frame. The window frame materials must be
integrated to prevent thermal bridge effects (Fig. 17).

Parapet wall structure design

The parapet wall is designed to prevent cracking and water seepage while ensuring the building’s thermal
performance. The structural design should address external weather impacts, settlement, and ensure proper
anchoring of the thermal insulation system (Fig. 18).
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Evaluation dimensions Indicators Description

Thermal properties

Thermal resistance/heat transfer coefficient (K) Used to measure energy efficiency in buildings

Energy demand

Average annual heating/cooling load (kWh/m?-a) | Available through energy simulation software

Energy saving benefit Energy saving rate before and after retrofit (%) Derived from comparison with baseline operating conditions

Material environmental impacts | Implied energy consumption of materials (M]/m?)

Including the sum of the energy consumption of the manufacturing
of the newly purchased IDIB and the energy consumption of the
materials needed for the original authenticity restoration (mortar,
mesh fabric, anchor bolts, etc.)

Construction time

Restoration cycle (d) Traditional replacement vs. authentic restoration

Service lifetime

Service life + maintenance intervals Including durability assessment of the faux stone coating and the bolts

Table 10. Multi-dimensional technical evaluation framework.

Precautions in authenticity restoration

1.

The number of screw-back bolts is crucial for authenticity restoration, as it affects both the safety and aes-
thetics of the building. There are several influencing factors, primarily including building height and sur-
roundings. Wind load values should be calculated separately for the corners and walls. For buildings with
significant damage to the facade, the maximum value at the highest point of the wall corner should be used
(see Table 8). For buildings with limited damage to the facade, the wind load value should be determined
based on the specific height and location. Then, according to the Technical Specification for the Application
of External Thermal Insulation Systems for Thermal Insulation and Decorative Panels (GB5229/2022), we
determine the number of bolts per square metre based on the standard tensile load capacity of individual
anchor bolts, which, in principle, should be calculated for the highest point at the building’s corner. In this
study, the height of the building’s highest point was chosen to be 30 m, which aligns with the design stand-
ards for older Chinese buildings. If the building height exceeds 30 m, the number of screw-back bolts should
not be excessive. If the number exceeds the calculated value, it can cause an uneven facade appearance due to
the excessive number of bolts, which negatively impacts the aesthetics and fails to achieve the desired effect
of authenticity restoration.

After restoration, the building must undergo regular inspection and maintenance. The cover coat is the final
step in the authenticity restoration process. It ensures the style of the restored building facade, with a general
service life of 10-15 years. However, in cold regions, its service life may be reduced by 3 to 5 years. Cleaning
should be done using a mild detergent or a low-pressure water jet, with regular maintenance performed on
the overcoat. These maintenance products can form a protective film on the surface of the overcoat, enhanc-
ing its resistance to staining and weathering and prolonging its service life.

The repair scheme does not fundamentally solve the problem of poor water vapor permeability of the deco-
rative panel. At the same time, the plastering layer may also increase the wet resistance of the original surface
after maintenance. Although the force is relatively small, and the re-twisting bolt has fixed it, strengthening
the wet permeability adjustment measures should enhance the structure’s stability.

Nodes such as parapets and exterior wall doors and windows in the building are easy to ignore in archi-
tectural design and construction. The standard specification of the IDIB is 600 mmx1200 mm, but at the
location of doors, windows, and parapets, the dimensions may vary, leading to integration issues with the
wall. During the repair process, these areas often need to be addressed separately. In the grid cloth lap, the
integrity should be paid attention to. The density of the screw-back bolt should be greater than that of the
ordinary repair surface. Additionally, the construction techniques used when spraying the imitation stone
paint should be carefully managed to ensure the unity and integrity of the facade style.

Screw-back bolts exhibit a certain brittleness, and after prolonged exposure to low-temperature environ-
ments, their strength may be significantly affected. At this point, regular pull-out tests should be performed
at different points. It is essential to ensure that the load-bearing capacity of a single screw-back bolt is not less
than 0.6 kn. If the experimental data decreases, the number of bolts at the same position should be increased
to ensure the safety of the building facade.

To assess the feasibility of using or rehabilitating IDIBs in cold regions, it is necessary to establish an eval-
uation methodology that integrates thermal performance and environmental impact. The method should
take into account the energy consumption of the building (heating/cooling load) and the “embodied energy”
required for redecoration (Table 10).

The methodological recommendations for evaluating the viability of IDIB in cold regions are as follows:

Thermal simulation: both steady-state and dynamic thermal simulations are employed to evaluate the

heat transfer performance of three distinct wall configurations: (1) the original unmodified assembly, (2) full
replacement with new IDIB panels, and (3) a restoration approach employing an authenticity-preserving retrofit
strategy. These simulations allow for a comparative assessment of heating and cooling loads under each scenario.

Energy demand comparison: based on simulation outcomes, calculate the annual energy savings per square

meter. Additionally, assess the impact of increased insulation thickness—particularly from added layers in the
retrofit process—on the overall thermal resistance and energy efficiency.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA): apply standardized LCA tools and databases (e.g., Ecoinvent) to evaluate

and quantify the embodied energy of materials used in both the full replacement and authenticity-preserving
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repair strategies. This enables a comparative analysis of the environmental burden introduced by each method,
including material production, transportation, and installation.

Structural stability assessment: ensure mechanical safety by modeling wind loads and calculating the required
number of screw-in anchor bolts, based on national wind load standards and material pull-out strength. This
ensures the structural integrity of the retrofit while minimizing material use and maintaining safety margins.

These components form a comprehensive and science-based methodology for assessing the technical and
environmental feasibility of IDIB retrofitting strategies in severe climate zones.

Conclusion

1. From the above discussion, it can be concluded that the authenticity restoration method is an innovative
approach. When the building facade’s IDIB is extensively damaged, it can still provide thermal insulation and
decorative functions, ensuring the building’s safety. Compared to previous research, this method is applica-
ble to various building materials, and both the construction process and concept are innovative.

2. Reinforcement technology is a critical step in authenticity restoration, ensuring the building’s safety. After
calculations for cold regions, when the building height is less than 30 m, 6-7 screw-back bolts per square
metre are appropriate and safe (see Table 8). When the building height exceeds 30 m, the wind load on the
wall increases. To ensure safety, more screw-back bolts are required. However, if the number exceeds 10 per
square metre, this may cause an uneven facade, affecting aesthetics and compromising the authenticity of the
restoration.

3. The authenticity restoration method is not applicable when the heat preservation decorative integrated board
suffers small-scale damage, as it requires additional building materials, which will increase the thickness of
the restoration, making the building appear uneven and affecting its aesthetics. In this case, the old IDIB
should be removed and replaced with new panels. Although this construction process is more involved, it
remains a feasible solution.

4. To ensure the longevity of the restoration, spray coating is the final step. In cold regions, coatings with cold
and alkali resistance should be selected, and the warranty period should exceed 15 years. Additionally, wall
cleaning should be performed every 5 years to maintain the building’s safety and aesthetics.

5. In cold regions, IDIB may be damaged after more than 20 years of use. If the area of damage exceeds 1/3 of
the building facade, overall restoration becomes feasible. The concept of authenticity restoration is innova-
tive, as it saves building materials, reduces construction waste, conserves energy, and protects the environ-
ment. With the increasing number of old buildings and the general deterioration of facades, the authenticity
restoration method holds significant promotion value and practical relevance.

Data availability
The datasets used and/or analysed during the current study available from the corresponding author on reason-
able request.
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