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Due to the excellent bending resistance characteristics, open- and closed-section members are widely 
used in engineering practice. However, the interactions between plates of different sections have a 
significant effect on the mechanical behavior of members. Therefore, taking those interactions into 
consideration is a critical step in establishing the analytical model to investigate the static and dynamic 
behavior of the structures. This investigation proposes a spring plate model to analyze the vibration, 
static and dynamic buckling of members, in which the deformation of the spring plate is described 
by coupling polynomials and trigonometric series. The results show that this class of functions can 
accurately characterize the restraint of plates. The rotational restraint stiffness for single-plate and 
double-plates constraints are accurately obtained. Subsequently, analytical solutions for vibration 
and buckling problem are obtained by the Rayleigh–Ritz method. The dynamic buckling region of the 
members is further obtained using the Bolotin theory. When the frequency of the periodic load is in 
this region, the dynamic buckling of the structure is triggered. The presented model is provided to be 
an effective tool for analyzing the vibration and static and dynamic instability of thin-walled structures 
by comparing the existing results with finite element method (FEM) results. At the same time, 
understanding the vibration and dynamic behaviors is beneficial for design safely in terms of structural 
stability, load bearing capacity, and seismic resistance.
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Thin-walled structures (TWS) have advantages of light weight, high strength, and simplicity in manufacturing, 
and members made of composite materials are often produced using pultrusion approach. The composite 
materials have excellent properties of high strength and lightweight and the performance of which is superior to 
that of their component, so they are widely used in aerospace, marine, construction, defense engineering, and 
other fields1,2. Consequently, thin-walled structures are often designed with open- or closed-section to enhance 
their bending stiffness through section type3–5. In addition, structures will be subjected to periodic loads such as 
earthquake wave and wind loading during actual use, leading to dynamic instability and reducing the buckling 
capacity6. Therefore, studying the vibration characteristics and dynamic buckling behavior of TWS is an essential 
aspect of engineering safety design7,8.

The dynamic performance of structures is a major issue in safety design. It is necessary to understand the 
dynamic response of the structure. In recent decades, researchers have conducted a series of analyses on the 
vibration behavior of TWS with open- or closed-sections. Nguyen et al.9 studied the vibration of TWS with 
open-section. It was assumed that the mechanical properties of the thin-walled beams followed a power law 
distribution. The motion equations were obtained using Hamilton’s principle, and solved by numerical method. 
Considering the out of plane warping, Sheikh and Asadi10 studied the vibration behavior of laminated TWS 
beams with open- or based on the one-dimensional beam theory.

In addition to the pure mode vibration analysis described above, the members with open-section have a 
mutual constraint effect due to the cross-section panels. In addition to pure modal vibrations, vibration studies 
of coupled modes are also essential. Arpaci and Bozdag11 modified the governing equations for coupled bending 
and torsion vibration of asymmetric open-section beams and provided accurate solutions. Kollár12 investigated 
the bending-torsional vibrations of orthotropic laminated beams with and calculated their natural frequencies. 
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In addition to free vibration, vibration analysis after buckling of components is also carried out. Considering 
the shear deformation of section, Vo and Lee13 studied the coupled flexural–torsional vibration and instability of 
laminated TWS with open-section, and the effects of configuration and axial load on the vibration and buckling 
behaviors were studied.

The above researches considered the influence of the interaction between plates of open- or closed-section 
on the vibration response by constructing the full-section deformation. In addition, the study of the mechanical 
response of open- or closed-section members can be carried out by choosing key plates with restraint provided by 
attached plates. The boundary conditions of this type of constrained plate usually are different from the classical 
boundary conditions (such as simply supported or fixed supported on four sides). Based on this assumption, 
full-section modeling can be avoided and analysis efficiency can be improved. Scholars have conducted relevant 
studies on atypical boundary conditions. Wu et al.14 used a combination of analytical and numerical approach to 
determine the frequencies of the thin-walled plate with arbitrary point masses and translational springs. Watkins 
et al.15 used the eigen sensitivity analysis to obtain an approximate analytical solution of the free vibration of 
the plate with different boundary conditions. Eisenberger and Duetsch16 presented the equivalent plate model, 
and this method can also be extended to composite plates, and functionally graded plates with arbitrary sets of 
boundary conditions.

Besides vibration, structural stability is also a critical consideration in engineering design, which includes 
buckling under static or dynamic loads. A number of studies was conducted on static buckling of members 
with open- and closed-section. Higginson et al.17 employed a combined approach of Rayleigh–Ritz method 
and discrete plate theory to study the local buckling of laminated TWS with different configurations. Debski et 
al.18 performed experiments to study on the local buckling, post-buckling characteristic of TWS with C-section 
columns subjected to a constant rate of end shortening. Liu et al.19 also analyzed the composite laminated 
open-section beams through static buckling experiments. In the above study, it can be observed that the plate 
interaction plays an important role in the global deformation of the member.

Researchers have also employed restrained plate model to investigate the buckling characteristic of open- and 
closed-section members. Kollár20 obtained the solutions for the buckling problem of unidirectionally loaded 
plates with free and rotationally restrained unloaded edges. Tenenbaum and Eisenberger21 analyzed the instability 
of plates with rotationally restrained conditions using series form solution. Shabanijafroudi et al.22 used the 
energy method to study the effect of rotational restraint on the shear instability of composite curved plates, and 
studied the effects of geometric dimensions and restraint stiffness on the instability behavior. Huang and Qiao 
et al.22 investigated the buckling of laminates under partial compression. They modeled the web as a plate with 
rotational restraints, and studied the effects of rotational restraint stiffness on the buckling performance. Qiao 
and Shan et al.23 discretized the interaction between plates as elastic restraints and performed buckling analysis 
on simply supported orthotropic plates under in-plane force. In the above study, the interaction mechanism of 
cross-section plates is still limited by the static buckling analysis.

In addition to static buckling, structures may experience dynamic instability under cyclic loading. Therefore, 
it is crucial to find the relationship between periodic load frequency and structural instability region. Bolotin24 
systematically investigate the dynamic instability of structures subjected to in-plane periodic loading, and 
subsequently studies on dynamic instability of different structures including beams, plates, and shells were 
conducted. Zhu and Li6 derived theoretical formulas of the dynamic instability region of the Z-section purlin 
with lateral restraints subject to uplift wind loading using the energy method. Thereafter this model has also 
been extended to investigate the dynamic buckling of members with C-section25. Wu et al.26 combined the semi-
analytical model and the Bolotin approach to analyze the free vibration and dynamic instability of TWS under 
in-plane loads.

The above studies have systematically studied the instability and vibration behavior of open- or closed-
section members. However, there is limited work on the mechanisms of interaction between plates23,27. For 
this thin-walled structures, the mutual constraint relationship between the plates of the cross-section affects 
the global deformation mode of the structure. Therefore, in this work, a spring model is presented to consider 
the additional plate constraint effect to fill this gap. Typical open and closed sections are adopted as examples. 
Based on the classical plate theory, the explicit expressions of the constrained stiffness of different plates are 
given. Furthermore, the relative relationship between plate constraints is discussed. Subsequently, the analytical 
solutions for buckling and vibration frequencies of thin-walled structures are derived. Combined with the 
Bolotin method, the analytical solution of dynamic instability region is derived. Based on this present model, 
the influence of local plate interaction on the global instability and vibration behavior of the structure is 
systematically investigated.

Analytical modeling of the spring plate
Motion equation for spring plates
The open- and closed-section members are described in Fig. 1. Considering the effect between the flange and 
the web, the interaction between the plates is simplified as spring restraints. The two unloaded edges of the web 
are subject to rotational restraints provided by adjacent plates. This case is named as RR, as shown in Fig. 1a. 
Similarly, the flange is equivalent as a plate with one restrained and free at the opposite end, named as RF 
(Fig. 1b).

Here, let x, y, and z be the three coordinate axes, wherein x along the length direction, y and z parallel to the 
flange and web, respectively. The origin of the coordinates is set at the midplane of the plate.

For both edges rotationally restrained plates (RR) as described in Fig. 1a, how to construct accurate springs 
to characterize the plate-to-plate restraint becomes the key to establish a spring plate model. Here, the deflection 
function w (x, y, t) is obtained by combining interpolation polynomials and trigonometric functions, which 
can be expressed as23,
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where kL and kR represent the spring stiffness on the left and right sides of the plate, respectively23. For different 
cross-sections, the formulas of kL and kR are expressed in the supplementary material. The interpolation 
polynomials and trigonometric functions are represented in deflection in x and y directions, respectively.

For RF plate, the deflection function w (x, y, t) can be expressed as,
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For simply supported boundary conditions, the kinetic energy T , elastic strain energy Ue, and external force 
work V  of the plate can be expressed as follows,
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where D11, D12, and D22 are the stiffness coefficients between bending moment and curvature, D66 is the 
stiffness coefficient between torsion and torsional curvature1. ∂2w

∂x2  and ∂2w
∂y2  are the curvatures in x and y 

Fig. 1.  Schematic diagram of the spring plate model: (a) RR (b) RF.
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directions, respectively. ∂w
∂x  and ∂w

∂y  are the rotation angles in x and y directions, respectively. For different 

constraints, the mass matrix of the plate [M] = ∂2T
∂αm′(t)2  is obtained by substituting Eqs. (1) and (2) into Eq. (3),

RR:
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RF:
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The stiffness matrix of the plate [K] = ∂2Ue

∂αm(t)2  can be obtained by substituting Eqs. (1) and (2) into Eq. (4) as 
follows, we have.
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The geometric stiffness matrix of the plate [Kg] = ∂2V
∂αm(t)2  is obtained by substituting Eqs. (1) and (2) into 

Eq. (5), we have.
RR:
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Different from static buckling analysis, dynamic buckling structures are subjected to periodic loads. The motion 
equation for the dynamic buckling of TWS is given as28,

	 [M] {q̈} + [K] {q} − λ [Kg] {q} = {0} ,� (12)

where {q} is the displacement vector, {q̈} is the acceleration vector and λ is the loading term. Here, the periodic 
load is considered, and then the load can be expressed as the following two parts,

	 λ = λs + λt cos Ωt, λs = αλcr, λt = βλcr.� (13)

where λs and λt represent the static and dynamic loading coefficients, respectively. Thus, for a given value α 
(α < 1 because α[M] = α[M]cr must be less than [M]cr), for a given set of α values, two sets of Ω2 values can be 
obtained. These two sets of Ω2 values form the dynamic instability region of the structures. Ω determines the 
frequency of the periodic load. It should be noted that Eq. (12) is not only suitable for dynamic buckling analysis, 
but also for free vibration and static instability analysis. For the latter, the formula needs to be degraded and 
analyzed. The details of the derivation are given in “Solutions for free vibration and static instability” Section.

Solutions for dynamic instability
The present model only addresses the instability problem of structures under harmonic loads. For the instability 
problem of members under pulse or non-simple harmonic loads, Lyspunov dynamic instability criterion can be 
used29,30. The Bolotin method can be used to obtain an analytical solution to the frequency of dynamic instability 
of the structure subjected to periodic loading. The dynamic instability regions are obtained by periodic solutions 
T = 2π/Ω and 2T = 4π/Ω28, and the 2T  period represents the main instability area of the members, which 
can be assumed by the form of trigonometric series written as Eq. (14),
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where {ak} and {bk} are the constant coefficients.

Substituting Eqs. (13) and (14) into Eq. (12), we have,
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And using trigonometric convert formulas, we have
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Substituting Eqs. (16) and (15) and classifying the sin() and cos() terms, it yields,
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By separating the coefficients of sin kΩt
2  and cos kΩt

2  and converting them into matrix form, the following 
expressions about ak  and bk  can be obtained,
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Here, we force on the primally instability region. Then, we take the first-order determinant and let the coefficients 
of sin Ωt

2  and cos Ωt
2  be zero, it yields,

	

(
[K] − 2λs + λt
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4 [M ]
)

{a1} = 0(a),
(

[K] − 2λs + λt
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4 [M ]
)

{b1} = 0(b).
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The dynamic instability areas corresponding to different values A and B can be calculated by Eq. (20).
The dynamic instability regions can be calculated using following equation,

	

∥∥∥∥[K] − 2λs ± λt

2 [Kg] − Ω2

4 [M ]
∥∥∥∥ = 0.� (21)

The dynamic instability regions Ω2

4  can be obtained by substituting Eqs. (6), (8), (10) or (7), (9), (11) into Eq. (21).

Solutions for free vibration and static instability
Here we focus on the behavior of vibration and static and dynamic stability of thin-walled structures. 
Equation (12) can be converted into eigenvalue equations corresponding to different problems. The frequency 
or buckling stress are given by solving the corresponding eigenvalue problem.

For the free vibration, the structure endures no external loads, so Eq. (12) with λ=0 can be rewritten as

	 [M] {q̈} + [K] {q} = {0} .� (22)

The frequency can be calculated as follows

	
∥∥[K] − ω2 [M ]

∥∥ = 0.� (23)

The natural frequency ω can be obtained by substituting Eqs. (6) and (8) or (7) and (9) into Eq. (23).
For the static stability of the structure under static load, the mass matrix is omitted since structural inertial 

effect is not considered and λt=0, and Eq. (12) can be transformed as follows,

	 [K] {q} − λ [Kg] {q} = {0} .� (24)

The buckling of the RR and RF plate can be analyzed as follows,

	 ∥[K] − λcr [Kg]∥ = 0.� (25)

The critical buckling load λcr  can be obtained by substituting Eqs. (8), (10) or (9), (11) into Eq. (25).

Results of validated models
In this section, several examples are adopted and theoretical solutions and numerical results are compared to 
validate the accuracy of the presented model. Box, I, and C section, as shown in Fig. 1, are selected to validate the 
free vibration frequency and the critical stress obtained by presented model and FEM, respectively. The section 
dimensions of the members are shown in Table 1, where bw, b = bf, δ, L are the web height, flange width, thickness, 
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and whole length, respectively. Taking graphite epoxy laminated material as an example, the material properties 
are ρ = 1600 × 10−12t/mm3, E1 = 185,000 MPa, E2 = 10, 5000 MPa, ν12 = 0.28, ν21 = 0.01589, G12 = 7300 MPa.

The numerical model was modeled using shell elements in ABAQUS software. The ratio of the length of the 
element to the length of the member is 0.01. The type of element is S4R. As described in Table 1, it is observed 
that the analytical results are in good agreement with FEM. The difference in the results is due to the fact that 
there are still slight differences between the plate deformation depicted by the subdivided mesh in the numerical 
model and the deformation function constructed by trigonometric series and interpolation functions in this 
work.

The second comparative example is obtained from the results of Vo and Lee13 based on the shear beam 
theory. The geometric parameters of the symmetrical angle I section beam with a length of L = 1000 mm are 
taken as bw = bf = 50 mm, δ = 2.08 mm. The material parameters of glass epoxy resin material are E11 = 53.78 
GPa, E22 = 17.93 GPa, G12 = G13 = 8.96 GPa, G23 = 3.45 GPa, v12 = 0.25, and ρ = 1968.93 kg/m3. Table 2 shows the 
comparison of the first two vibration modes of the members. It can be found that the results of the model are in 
good agreement with the existing results.

In the third comparative example, we consider the buckling of a composite I cross-section. The material 
properties are given in Table 3.a and b are tensile elastic modulus and compressive elastic modulus, respectively. 
The critical load predicted by the present model is compared with the experimental results obtained by Liu et 
al.13. As shown in Table 4, the results of the present model are found to be consistent with the experimental 
results.

Results and discussion
After verifying the accuracy of the model, several cases are carried out to evaluate the effects of geometric 
parameters and loading scenarios on the vibration, static, and dynamic buckling of members with box, C, and 
I sections.

Different locations
E11

a

(MPa)
E11

b

(MPa)
E22
(MPa)

G12
(MPa) v12

Flange 24,490 31,220 9444 2882 0.29

Web 26,470 31,250 8289 2882 0.29

Table 3.  Material properties for glass fiber reinforced polymer (GFRP) material. a, b are tensile elastic modulus 
and compressive elastic modulus, respectively.

 

Lay-ups mode [0]16 [± 15]4s [± 30]4s [± 45]4s [± 60]4s [± 75]4s

Vo and Lee
m = 1

24.150 22.955 19.776 16.446 14.627 14.042

Present model 24.084 22.939 19.741 16.430 14.611 14.020

Vo and Lee
m = 2

96.392 91.701 79.133 65.895 58.623 56.255

Present 95.736 91.501 78.983 65.787 58.425 56.025

Table 2.  Comparison of frequency for a composite laminated I section, (unit: Hz).

 

Specimen/mm

Natural 
Frequency f/
Hz(m = 1)

Critical 
Buckling Load
λcr/MPa(m = 1)

Present FEM Present FEM

C
Web buckles first (RR) bw-bf-δ-L:

609.6–152.4–6.4–457.2 158.7 158.7 215.6 215.6

Flange buckles first (RF) bw-bf-δ-L:
152.4–304.8–6.4–457.2 160.2 158.5 219.5 215.0

Box

Buckles simultaneously bw-bf-δ-L:
152.4–152.4–6.4–457.2 404.4 414.2 1400.0 1460.9

Web buckles first bw-bf-δ-L:
304.8–152.4–6.4–457.2 201.0 210.9 345.9 381.2

Flange buckles first bw-bf-δ-L:
152.4–304.8–6.4–457.2 201.0 210.9 345.9 381.2

I
Web buckles first bw-bf-δ-L:

304.8–76.2–6.4–457.2 196.2 206.0 329.4 358.0

Flange buckles first bw-bf-δ-L:
152.4–152.4–6.4–457.2 182.5 185.9 285.2 296.3

Table 1.  Comparison of frequency and critical stress of different cross-sections.
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Interaction between plates of section
 Before static and dynamic analysis of TWS, the mutual restraint effects between plates are discussed. Here, 
comparison is conducted through CUFSM, which was developed based on the finite strip method (FSM). Due to 
the use of discrete elements along the plate width, FSM can better consider the interactions between plates. Here, 
some cold-formed thin-walled steel sections that are commonly used in engineering are selected. The selected 
length of the members is from 30 to 1000mm, and the material properties are ρ = 7850 × 10−12t/mm3, 
E = 210,000 MPa, ν = 0.3, G = 80,769 MP80769MPa. Unless otherwise specified, those material parameters will 
be used for the subsequent parametric analysis. The results of the comparison between the model and CUFSM 
are shown in Fig. 2 and observation shows that the model agrees well with CUFSM in the area where local 
buckling occurs. As the member length increases, the difference between the model results and CUFSM results 
becomes larger, which can be attributed to that member become more susceptible to global buckling as their 
length increases, and global buckling is dominated by rigid deformation of the entire section rather than local 
plate deformation. Therefore, the interaction between plates has little influence on the global buckling.

Fig. 2.  Critical buckling load for the member with different lengths; The static critical stresses are predicted by 
Eq. (25).

 

Specimens
bw-bf-δ L Lcr (mm) Experiment Mcr

a Present model

152.4–127–6.35
800 200 11,432 11,519

900 180 11,259 11,331

152.4–101.6–6.35

400 200 14,668 15,241

600 150 14,060 14,097

900 180 14,485 14,611

Table 4.  Comparison of critical load of a composite laminated I section beam. aMcr = σcr × S (N·m), σcr is 
critical buckling stress and S = [bh3-(b-tw)(h-2tf)

3]/(6 h).
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Since the bending stiffness of each plate in the cross-section is different, the sequence of plate buckling may 
be different. Here, we studied the situation where the web or flange buckled first and gave the corresponding 
restraint stiffness in the supplementary material. The plate that buckles first is constrained by the plate that 
buckles later. Then, the box-, C- and I-sections of cold-formed steel are selected to calculate the spring restraint 
stiffness when the web or the flange buckles first, respectively. kf-w represents the restraining stiffness provided 
by the flange to the web when the web buckles first, and kw-f represents the restraining stiffness provided by 
the web to the flange when the flange buckles first. As shown in Fig. 3, when the web buckles first, the restraint 
stiffness provided by the flange (kf-w) increases significantly with the increment of the flange width. When the 
flange buckles first, with the increase of the flange width, the web’s restraining effect on the flange first increases 
and then tends to be stable. When the width of the flange is small, the restraint effect of the web on the flange is 
obvious, indicating that the web significantly limits the rotation of the flange. It is found that for the case with 
box-section, when bf/h = 1, the mutual restraint effect between the web and the flange is equal. However, for 
C- and I-sections, when bf/h = 1, the mutual restraint effects of the web and the flange are not equal, which can 
be attributed to the fact that the boundary conditions of flange are that one end is bound and the other is free. 
In fact, the ratio of each plate in the open-section or closed-section is within a certain range. In the subsequent 
parametric analysis, we selected the common section size to expand the analysis.

Furthermore, the influence of the auxetic effect on the plate restraint are also discussed here. The material 
parameters of the thin laminated plate structure are shown in Table 5. Case A and Case B represent auxetic and 
traditional materials, respectively.

The rotational restraint stiffness of three types of TWS are calculated, as shown in Fig. 4. The tendency of 
rotational restraint provided by the web or the flange is similar to that of the isotropic TWS, that is, the value of 
kf-w increases with the increase of flange width, as shown by the bule line in Fig. 4a1,b1,c1. While, the restraint 
stiffness of the web to the flange (kw-f) decreases first as the flange width bf increases, and then becomes stable 

EEC Ee
11 Ee

22 Ee
33 Ge

12 Ge
13 Ge

23 νe
12 νe

13 νe
23

Case A 326.7 308.2 83.6 111.6 30.6 30.0 − 0.0425 0.5081 0.5064

Case B 295.5 284.3 83.6 133.2 30.5 30.5 0.0496 0.4631 0.4637

Table 5.  Predictions of effective engineering constants (EEC) for laminates with NPR and PPR31 (Unite of 
modulus: MPa).

 

Fig. 3.  Spring stiffness of CFS sections; The restraint stiffnesses obtained from Appendix A.
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after passing the position where the stiffness is equal, see red lines in Fig. 4a1,b1,c1. The auxetic effect increases 
the value of two types stiffness of the box sections by the same amount. For opened-sections, such as C and I 
sections, the auxetic effect significantly enhances the restraining effect of the flange on the web, as shown in 
Fig. 4b2,c2.

Vibration and instability behaviors of cold formed steel members
In the previous section, the interaction between plates was discussed by taking buckling studies as an example. 
As shown in Fig. 2, it is seen that the critical stresses show a trend of decreasing and then increasing as the 
member length increases, and the smallest buckling value can be considered for engineering design. In addition, 
the vibration and dynamic buckling responses of the components are discussed here. The effect of geometric 
dimension on the frequencies are depicted by Fig.  5. As expected, the frequency of the members decrease 
significantly as the length increases. Subsequently, the critical length is determined according to Fig. 2, which 
corresponds to the minimum critical stress. It is important to note that the temperature field is not considered 
here. Previous studies have shown that the temperature field can cause large initial deformations of members 
with a large coefficient of thermal expansion, which affects their vibration frequency32.

Fig. 4.  Rotation spring stiffness of laminated plates; (a1), (b1), and (c1) are the dimension stiffness; (a2), (b2), 
and (c2) are the dimensionless stiffness. (a) Box-section, (b) C-section, (c) I-section.
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The ideal periodic load for this work is adopted. For the study of the dynamic instability behavior of 
structures under random dynamic loads such as earthquakes can be found in exciting works33–35. The first-order 
dynamic instability area is given in Fig. 6. It is observed that as the coefficient α increases, the dynamic instability 
region moves to the left, which means that the instability frequency decreases. Also, different aspect ratios of 
components show different sensitivities to changes in static load coefficients.

Vibration and instability behaviors of laminated structures
Here, the static and dynamic responses of thin-walled laminates are also studied. Two cases are adopted as 
given in Table 5. The effect of auxetic property on the vibration and instability are depicted by Figs. 7 and 
8, respectively. This observation shows that the auxetic effect on the critical frequency of the members is not 
obvious. The auxetic effect has different effects on the critical stress of the TWS with box, C-, and I-sections at 
different half-wavelengths. For structures with local deformation caused by impact contact, the auxetic effect can 
significantly reduce the local indentation36.

The dynamic instability regions of the laminated thin-walled structure are further shown in Fig. 9, in which 
static and dynamic coefficients (α, β) are taken as variables. The comparison results show that with the increase 
of the static coefficient α, the instability area moves to the left, indicating that the dynamic instability frequency 
decreases. Meanwhile, comparing case A and case B, it can be found that the auxetic effect can reduce the 
dynamic instability frequency of the Box-section but increase the frequency of the C- and I- sections. The 
auxetic effect has little influence on the area of the unstable region. In addition, the effect of density on dynamic 
instability is also considered. A thin-walled C section with 160–60–3.0–60(mm) is adopted. As shown in Fig. 9b, 
the density is taken as 1800kg/m3, 2000kg/m3, and 2200kg/m3. It can be observed that the dynamic instability 
frequency decreases with the increase of density.

Conclusion
In this work, static and dynamic analyses of TWS with open- and closed-sections are carried out based on 
classical plate theory. A spring plate model is proposed to equate the cross-section composed of multiple plates 
to a single plate with constraints. The spring constraint stiffness is derived to consider the mutual constraint 
effects between plates. Based on the energy method, the analytical solution of vibration and static buckling 
of thin-walled components are given. Subsequently, the analytical solution to the dynamic instability of the 

Fig. 5.  Effect of length on the free vibration; The frequencies are predicted by Eq. (23).
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Fig. 7.  Effect of Poisson’s ratio on the natural frequencies.

 

Fig. 6.  Dynamic buckling frequency of CFS sections; The dynamic buckling frequencies are predicted by 
Eq. (21).
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component is derived based on the Bolotin method. Cold-formed thin-walled steel and composite laminated 
structures are selected for parametric analysis. The conclusions are summarized as follows:

•	 The restraint effect of adjacent plates cannot be ignored. Accurate restraints are the key to characterizing the 
interaction between plates. A spring plate models with restrained boundary conditions can accurately predict 
the global vibration and instability behavior of members.

Fig. 9.  The first order dynamic buckling region of laminated TWS.

 

Fig. 8.  Effect of Poisson’s ratio the critical buckling load.
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•	 The mutual restraint relationship between plates significantly affects the global mechanical behavior of the 
members. As the plate width ratio changes, the relationship between the restraint and the restrained will 
changes, thus determine the vibration or buckling mode of the member.

•	 The mutual restraint rules between isotropic or orthotropic plates are similar. The constraint stiffness of plate 
depends on both the material properties and the geometry of the plate.

•	 Different cross-section forms show different sensitivities to the auxetic effect. The auxetic influence not only 
have positive but have negative effects on the vibration and instability behaviors of structures. This positive or 
negative effect depends on the size ratio of the cross-section.

The model in this work is still limited to perfect members. In fact, there may be global or local damage to the 
components during production and service. For example, damage such as local fiber cracks or delamination in 
composite laminated structures. In future work, we will consider the effects of global defects and local damage 
on the restraint effect of the plate as well as the vibration and buckling behavior of the structure. In addition, the 
influence of structural damping effect on mechanical behavior is also a future research direction.

Data availability
The datasets used and/or analysed during the current study available from the corresponding author on reason-
able request.
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